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priving 3 po 2 erm very improper for a Fu- 


7 — — | for one that was ſo uſeful in 
his , pcal 115 d juſtly reſpected, and dies 
:ofily lamented; J conlels it would have been very 
ſeaſongble upon this Occaſion to cal 
other the like Providences calls us 


ther we will hear, or whether we will for 


to weeps ee; not for thoſe that are 
gone = Regions of Bliſs and Joy Aboye, we 

not for them, but for ourſelves and for our Children, 2g. 

that are left behind in theſe lower Regions of Sin 

and Wo. Even then when our Savieur ſaid with an Air of 
Triumph, Now I am no more in the World, he ſaid NG 
with an Air of Tenderneſs, But theſe gre in the vEY 


World; to teach us, though nor to envy thoſe chat have got the 


Wa , yet ro pity ourſelves, and one another, who are yet 
conflict | And 8 an Inſtance of Stu idity i ir 551 that 


Cole is juſtly, and highly diſpleaſed at it, i L right coup. | 


and merciful Men periſh, and are taken awa) from Ila. 
our World, we do not confider it, and lau it to wn 


Hears ; for though it is a Good to come in Ferber World hat 


they remove to, a promiſed Good, it is an Evil to come in this 
World that they remove from, a threatened Evil, in the A 
prehenſion of which it es us to humble ourſelves under the 
mighty Hand of God. The Remoyal of good - may be look'd 
upon as an i Omen; when they are commanded off that cad 
in the Gap, we have Reaſon to fear the breaking in of à De- 
loge of Judgments upon us; 5 6 and God hereby gives {on 
Warning to a careleſs World, e accordingly. 
know what followed the calling of Lot out of Sodom, and of 
* into the Ark. 
Az | . But 


* for God by this and 
calls us aloud, (be- 


- I. 22. 12. 


Weep Luke 23. 


* —— 


4 A Funeral Sermon on the Death”  * 
1 Tbeſ. 5. But it is our Duty in every Thing to give Thanks; 
18. whatever the Will of God's Providence is, ths s 
| the Will ef his * in Chriſt Feſus concerning s; 
and it is ſuch a Duty as will well conſiſt with all the Inſtances 
of holy, gracious Mourning : Even then when we ſorrow for Sin, 
our own and others, yet we muit'rejoyce in God, and have out 
Heart diſpoſed to his Praiſes. That Mouraing is either not 
| from a right Principle; or exceeds due Bounds, and is the Sor- . 
i row of the M d, that puts us our of Tune for Thankſgiving - 
h When we are never ſo much burthened with the Senſe of 
Guilt, we ought to ſay, But Thanks be ro God, there is Reft in 
f Chriſt; when we mourn for our Afflictions we may ſay, Bae 
| Thanks be to God we are out of Hell; nay; and Thanks be td 
ö God theſe Afictions are deſigned to further us in our Way 
: to Heaven. The Truth is, we never want Mitter for Praiſe, 
( if we did not want a Heart; and our Comfort in God would 
1 be more ghundant, if we did abound more in Thankſgiving to 
God. And therefore I hope you will not think this Text at 
i all unſuitable to this ſolemn Occafion. Holy Fob in his Griefs 
x . bleſſed the Name ef the Lord, who bad graciouſſy 


De Ne reer nnn nc. cc... 


b | given that 'which he had now taken away; and -- 
! who, even in taking away he was ſure neither did him any 4 
| . Wrong, nor meant him any Hurt, And our Bleſſed Saviour + | 4 


( when he wept over the Grave of Lazarus whom 

ö s he loved, lift up even his weeping He to Heaven, 
3 T4711 And faid, Father, T thank thee. e ; 
. V pon ſuch an Occafion as this, the Removal of good Men, 
and good Miniſters by Death, ſuch as while they lived were 
Bleſſings to the World, and Inſtruments of Good to us, we 
may find Matter for Praiſe and Thankſgiving upon the Ac- 
count both of their preſent Happineß, and their paſt Uſeful- 
| fr We may bool up, and give Thanks to God for what they 
„ Thef 4, . For thoſe who ſleep in Feſus, we have Rea- 
1 7 ſon to ſorrow not only not as thoſe that hade no 
15: Hope, but as thoſe that have much Comfort and 


Satisfaction, to be à Ballance and Allay to the Sorrow. We 
have I» a uſeful good Man, you here have loſt a faithful 
Miniſter, I and many others have Joſt a faithful Friend, But 
„ ' Thanks be to God, our Loſs is bu Gain; for ſo Death 
is to them to whom to live Chriſt, it is 7 Tay 

144 


Phil. 1.21. 
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9 406 


in the Lord's Vineyard, and there bear the Zurtben 
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Gain, quick Gain, everlaſting Gain; it is bis Rev 4 

Bleſſedueſi, for ſo Death is to them that che in be 13 
Lord. He reg, from bis Labours, from the Toil both of Ser- 
yices and Sufferings: With the Body all its Burthens are put 
off, and the Soul has obtained its Diſcharge from that Pork- 


houſe, from that P-iſon-boyſe, is ſet at Liberty, is at Peace, is 


at Reſt, and its Bufineſ is no longer as it was here its Labor. 
The beſt Emplpyments of the beſt Souls while they are here 
in the Body, are their Labors, like Adam's tilling the Ground 
after he had ſinned, in the Sweat of his Face-; but the Employ- 


ments of holy Souls in their ſeparate State, are like Adam's 


dreſſing the Garden in his innocent Eſtate, which, he did with- 
out Labor, and with compleat and conſtant Pleaſutre. But 
that is not all; Thanks be to God he not only reſts from his Ra- 


bors, but bis Works follom him; now he is freed. from the Toil 


f them, he receives the Reward of them: They that work 


: ben Mt. 20. 8. 
and Heat of the D, when the Eyening comes. 


not only retire to their Næpaſe, but receive their Penny, Poor 
ob puts both together hem he ſpeaks of the Ser- 


vant's earnzft Defice, both of the Shadow, and of Job 7. 2. 
the Reward of bis Vi. NUT |, 
Look vp therefore and ſee with an Eye of Faith that Foy. 
of our Lord, that Fulneſs of Joy into which this good and faith» 
ful Servant is now. entefed ; that Glory, that far more exceed- 
ing and eternal Weight of Glory with which he is now crown d; 
and then you will ſee Reaſon to ryggc with) him, and to 
lory with him, and to ſay, Thanks be t God who has given 
im the Victory; If we loved bim we would rej ce, Joh. 14. 28 
and bleſs God for the happy Exchange he hass + 7 
made, becauſe he is gane to the Father ; and as Chriſt (aid, My 
Father j greater than I, i. e. my State with my Father will 
far excell my preſent State in Glory, ſo we may ſay of him 
and others that have fought the good Figbe, and finiſhed heir 
Courſe, it is better with them where tliey are, than where 
rar Oh 1493.22 201 % we oo rooting A ole nut oe. 
II is mare,a Matter of Thankſgiving when the Lives of 
ood Men, though ſtill great Bleſſings to others, yet are become 
rough the Decays and Infirmities of Age Burthens to theme: 
Jelves, and, their Souls begin to grow weary of, them; which 
was the Caſe here. Though Old Age carries with it _ 
gs | 3 - - 1 
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6 A Funeral Sermon on the Death — 
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Dignity and Opporruniy, though the hoary Head be a Crown of 
Glory, jet even when it is found in the Way of Righteonſneſs, 
Eater 12. the Days are called Evi! Days, and the Years ſuch 
. . ave Man has lirtle Plegfure in; when the Light 5 
wo; | darkned, the Clouds return after the Rain, the 


* — — - 


| :K2epers of the Houſe tremble, and the ſtrong Men bow themſelves, 


then to pur off the earthly Houſe of #bis Tabernacle, when ir is 
thus gone out of Repair, and remove to the Building of God, 


ebe Houſe not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, is 2 | 


bleſſed Exchange; Thanks be to God that one we loved ſo well 
bas made that Exchange: You lately heard him growing be- 
ing burthened, but now he is triumphing in his Releaſe, now 
he is ſinging Hallelujabs to him that firs on the Throne: Yon 
lately ſaw him even dragging the Chain of Life, compaſſed 


about with Infirmities, and fall of Pains; but now he is 


eafed, now he x comforted, now he is full of Delights, and js 
made to drink of the River of Divine Pleaſures : You lately 
ſaw him weak, and ſcarce able to ſet one Foot before ano- 
ther, but now he is among thoſe that mount up with VVings 


like Eagles, that rum and are not weary, that walk and are not | 


faint. 


often wiſhed for, whar it has been waiting for ; and the 
longer it has continued in the Body, the more welcome will the 
Releaſe, the Exchange be. It has oft look d through the 


Latrefs, and cry'd, Va are his Chariot- wheels ſo long a coming? 


How then doth it triumph now, as that good Man did; He #s 


come, He is come; - Canaan was a pleaſant Land indeed to 


thoſe that had been Forty Years wandring in a Wilderneſs. 
Though Hope deferred, Hope of Heaven deferred 
12. , maketh the Heart fick, yet when at Length the 
Ne Defire comet, it is ſo much the more a Tree of 
Life. Now Thanks be to God, for the happy Remove of our 
Chriftian Priends from Darkneſs to Light, from Sorrow ro 


Joy, from the Remainders of Sin, ro the Perfection of Holi» 
neſs, from the toilſom and hazardous Services of Chriſt's 


Camp on Earth, to the pleafant and glorious Services of his 


Court in Heaven. And eſpecially Thwmths be to God for the 


good Hope we any of us have through Grace that we ſhall 


be with them ſhortly, ſhall be for ever with them, And if we 


1 


cy oafB} 


This is the more to be rejoyced in; becavſe ir is a Satisfa- 
tion to the Longings of a gracious Soul; it is what it has 
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have this Hope in us, let us purify ouſilvss 28 they ate 


2. We may look back, and give Thanks to God for what 
they were. And that is the Matter of Thankſgiving which the 
Text leads us to, and which therefore I muſt enlarge upon. 

WMben thoſe that have been in their Day and Place uſeful 
to us, to others, to many, and ſerviceable to the Glory of 
God are removed, and we ſee the End of their Converſation, 
one of the great Duties required of us is to pive Thanks ro God 
that ever we had ſuch Friends, that by his Grace they were 
made Bleſſings to is, and that they were continued to us ſo long. 
This is a Duty we are apt to firget, when God in his Provi- 
dence hath made Breaehes upon our Comfurts, and ro think 
that our Sorrow for the Death of our dear Relations will be 
our Excuſe for the Omiſſion; whereas if at ſuch a Time we 
would intermiæ IRE for former Mercies with our 
Complaints of preſent Loffes, it would redound very much 


both to God's Glory, and to our own Comfort. 


We have now parted with one that fairhfully ſerved bs G- 
neration according to the Val of God, that in the Sphere where- 
in Divine Providence had placed him was long & burning and 
ſhining Light ; of whom it might be faid as of Fe , Chro. 


Loads, (who for this Reaſon bad Honor done him 24 16. 


at his De 


s Death) that he had done good in Iſrael. Now 
Thanks be to God for bim, for all that Good which God 
wrought in and by him. | we 


| Bur there is ſomething more particular which 1 had an Eye 
to in the Choice of this Text on this Occafion ; all that knew 


good Mr. Seretton, know this of him, that he was a very Te- | 


lons, active Man to promote ori of Charity; that he was 
very liberal himſelf, and induſtrious to excite and engage the 
Liberality of others; he was one chat devi/ed' liberal Things, 


and laid out himſelf in them, that had Cafes of Compathori 


much at Heart, relating both to the Souls and Bodies of Men, 
and wich Pleaſure cook Pains to get fuirable Relief for them. 
This was the Grace, this the Service in which he was emi⸗ 
ment, in which he excel'd, and which made him a very great 


Blefling to many. Now this is that for which Titus is here 
praiſed, that he was an active Man among the Corinthians to 


preſs and promore à charitable Collection and Contribution, : 
that now was going round 1 Wa the Churches of the Gew- 
3 | ”. 4 a * 
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riles, for the Relief of the poor Saints in Judea; Who were at 
this Time great Sufferers both by the Iniquity, and in the Calas: 
mity of their Country: Or rather, God is here praiſed, who 
made Titus inſtrumental in that good Work among the Corin- 
tbians; as others were in other Places. 

1. It is here mentioned to the Praiſe of Titus, that he had 
in bis Heart an earneſt Care for the Corinthians, and for their 
Well-doing. ws "mL * 25 | > £615 + 2 22 34 "2 
2. It is mentioned to the Praiſe of God, that he put into 
bis 1. art an earneſt Care for them; and ſo made him a Bleſſing 
to them. | 


Now theſe Two will very well conſiſt together, the praiſing 


of Tisis, and the praiſing of God for Titus. There is a Debt 
of Honor owing to thoſe whom God makes. Uſe. of as the 


Inſtruments of his Providence or Grace in Kindneſs to w or o- 
"thersz Do that which 11 good, and thou ſhalt have 
| Praiſe of the ſame. St. Paul was far from giving 
flattering Titles to any, and yet in this Chapter he calls the 
Brethren who were employed in this Service, he Meſſengers, 
the Apoftles of , the Churches, and the Glory of Chriſt. 
And often in his Epiſtles he takes Occaſion to give 
a good Character, and a good Report of thoſe who had done 

Joh. 12. el. If che good Report Demetrius hath be found- 
5 30% 12. e in Truth, St. Fobn alſo is ready to bear Record, 
and to atteſt it. But this muſt not #ntrench upon the Honor 
due to God only; the Praiſe muſt paſs through the Inſtruments 


Rom. 12.3. 


v. 23. 


to God, and in him all muſt centre, as the Apoſtle here takes 


Care it ſhould. Thanks be to God, which put this earneſt Care 
into the Heart of Titus for you, r 1 
For the Firft Thing; It is mentioned to the Praiſe of Titus, 
that he had in his Heart an earneſt Care for the Corinthians. | 
Obſerve, (I.) What Service he did was from, 4 Principle 
within, from ſomething in his Heart; there is the Treaſure 
there is the Fountain, whence the Words and Adtions ar 
fetch d, or rather, do flow; if chat be well fix'd, and well fur- 


Eph.6.6,7. niſped, all is well done: What is ſaid of the Ser- 


vants of Men, is true of all the Servants of Chriſt, 
then they do the Will of God acceptably, when they do ir from 
the H:art, for then with good Will they do Service, It was 
St. Pauls Comfort that he ſervd God with his 
Spirit in the Goſpel of bis Son. Nor is * 


— — — — — — * eee 
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4 


of Piery or Charity properly a good H/ark.y; unlels it be Heart 


Work; If 1 give all my Goods to feed the Boer, and þ. 
ave nor Love ſeated in my Heart,.it profirs no- o Car, FS 


g. az 3 ; lots <55 # * | iche nd + 
(2. ) It was a Principle of Care, that acted him in this Ser- 


vice. The Word Ei ſignifies a, c/o/e Application and In- 


tention of Mind to the Buſineſs he was employ'd in, x Con- 
cern to have ir done well, Fear leaſt there ſhould be any Miſtale 
or Miſcarriage in it, Diligence and Induſtry, and Expedition 
in the Proſecution bf it. What Titus found to do for the Glo 
of God, and the Good of the Souls of Men, he did it with 


his Might, and made a Buſineſs of it. We tranſlate it an ar- 


neſt Care; his Heart: was upon it, and he left no Stone unturn d 
to bring ir to a good Iſſue. id 


| (3-) It was the ſame earneſt Care ; ſome Copies read it 


Tordy]nv, ſuch an earneſt Care, ſo great, ſo active, ſo conſtant; 


ſuch a Care as you were Witneſſes of the Fruit of. But moſt 
Copies read Thy 4u]ir amid uv, the ſame carneſt Care; he had 
the ſame Care for them that he had for other Churches to 
whom he was nearer related, and with whom he was better 


acquainted; . or, he had the ſame Care that St. Paul himſelf 


had, who therefore calls him hs Partner, v.23. | 

Now in the Care, the earne#:Care, that Titus had for the 
Churches, we are to confider him both in general as a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, and in particular as an Agent in the Work 
of Charity. . _- el | |< MU? 

1. Let us conſider him as an Evangeliſt, for ſo Timethy, 
and he, and many others were; he was an Aſſiſtant to the 
Apoftles, both in planting Churches, and in watering thoſe 
that were planted, in forming them, and ſetting in Order the 
Things that were wanting in them; not fix d to one Place, for 
then we ſhould not find him employd in rhe ſame Work in 


ſo many Places as we do; bur like Paul, like Chriſt himſelf, 


he went about doing Good, and he gave himſelf wholly to it; he 
did it with an earne# Care both to do much Good, and ro do 
it well, and to do it. effectualh, and to good Purpoſe. Paul 
commends Timothy, another Evangeliſt, for this, phil. 2. 20 
that he did naturally care for the State of Souls, for -” 
the State of the Churches; and Epaphroditus, a- Phil.2, 26 
nother Evangeliſt, for this, that he /onged after 7 q: 

| | kbem 
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Care for them, and they were vey much influenced by his 
0 


them all, and had a great Teal for them, They 

Cole. 1 3. were that bad Their ar in their Work, 
and laid the Succeſs of it neat their Hearts. | 
That which Titw is here commended for is, the earne# 
Care he had for thoſe of the Church of Corinth, and for their 
ſpiritual Welfare. And concerning this we may obſerve, 

1. Though Tirw was not under any particular Obligation to 
the Corinthians, as their ſettled Paſtor, yet he had an earneft 


Care, and were very obſervant of what he ſaid to them. 
He did not aſk, What are they to me? nor was he afſk'd | 
what he had to do to concern himfelf about them? for our 
Saviour has taught us in the Parable of the good Samaritan, 
that we muſt look upon him as our Neighbor whom we have 
Opportunity of ſbewing Kindneſi to, or receiving Kindneſs from, | 
without Diſtinction of Nations in the World, or Congrega- 
tions in the Church, further than prudential Confiderations, 
and the Rules of good Order may direct. God is no Refpe- 
Ger of Perſons in his Bounty, nor muſt we be ſo in ours. 
Titus has an earneſt Care in his Heart to make himſelf a Bleſ- 
fing wherever he comes, and ſuch ſhould we have; we 
muſt ſtudy to ſerve ſome Purpoſe in every Place where | 
Providence caſts our Lot; which is the Meaning of Solomon's 
wa as. i Similitude, If the Tree fall towards the South, or 
cr 1. 3. towards the North, in the Place where the Tree falls, 
there it ſhall be. and be of ſome Uſe or other. The more 
extenſzve our Uſefulneſs is, the more ir reſembles his Good- 
neſs whoſe tender Mercies are over all bis Works. Wherever 
we fee a human Face, we may conclude there is a human Soul, 
and i we can do any Thing we muſt have Compaſſion upon ir, 
and help ir, remembring who ir was that ſaid, Am I my Bro- 
ther's Keeper? Did we duly conſider the Worth of precious 
Souls, we would have an earneſt Care for them. We ſhould 
look upon thoſe about us, though they be all of them Srran- 
gers to us, as our Fellow-Creatures, and Partakers of the ſame | 
Nature with us, as our Fellon-Chriſtians, and Partakers of 
the ſame Grace with us, they are or may be ſo, and then re- 
Gal. 6. 10. member that our Rule is, 4s we have Opportunity | 
; to do Good to all Men, but eſpecially to them that are | 
of the Houſhold of Faith. 2 | 


2. Though 


— | —_ — : | i 
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2; Though Titus had many to take Care of, many Churches 
chat he vifred, and intereſted himſelf in the Affairs of, yer 
his Care for each of them was an earne# Care, The Stream 
of his pious Concern run broad, and yet it run deep; he 
lov'd many, and yet he loy'd much: And herein he walked 
as he had blefſed Pan! for an Example, who took upon bim 
daily rhe Care of all the Churches, and yet bad | 1 
ſuch a tender Affection for particular Believers, }, 29 Y 
that if any one were weak, it weakened him, if 
any one were offended, it made him burn. The Extenſroeneſs 
of his Care abated nothing of the Earneſtneſ of it. When 
Paul ſaith, he would gladly ſpend and be ſpent for 
the Corinthians, he immediately adds concerning 
Titus; that he walked in the ſame Spirit, walked in 
the ſame Steps. 3 | 

Some are made remiß and careleſi by the Greatneſs of their 
Undertaking, they graſp at too much, and then think that 
will excuſe them in their Neglects; but the more Titus had 
to do, the more cloſely and vigorouſly he applied himſelf ro 
$ ir; chat rhough he could not be in wo Places at once, yet be 
might do two Days Work in one, by a double Diligence. 
What a great deal of good Work may a good Man do in his 
Place, if he go on in it with an earne# Care, like that of Ti. 
tus here; a Care to time Things aright, to improve Oppor- 
tunities, to do the Work of God with as /i:tle Noiſe as may 
be; and to avoid every Thing that is foreign ro our Buſineſs, 
or diverting from it. We ſhould have an earnef Care to 
husband well the Thoughts of our Heart, and the Minutes of our 
Time, that neither of them be idled away, and ſuffered to rum 
waſte, and then whar a great dea] of Good might we bring 
about. Though a wiſe Man would not thruſt himſelf into a 
Hurry of Bufinefi, nor have more Irons in the Fire than he can 
look after, yet a good Man would cover a Fulneſ of Buſineſs, 
according as his Capacity is, that whenever his Maſter comes 
he may be found doing. | | 5 

3. Though there were others that had the Care of the Co- 
rinthiant, and whoſe Buſineſs it was to direct, exbort, and 
quicken them, yet Titus ſhew'd the ſame Care for them that 
they did; nor that he would intrude into other Men's E 
or take their Work out of their Hands, but he woul 
ſtrengthen their Hands, and carry on their Work, ow 
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Cad whar they id aps add thereto many like Wag e 
ſaw there was need of all the Help that might be for the 
Furtherance of the Goſpel there, and all little enough, .and 


therefore was willing to lend a Hand: And be did it with ſo 


* * 


much Humility and Love, as made it a gregt Encourage- 


ment, and no Diſparagement to thoſe that were ſtatedh) em- 
ploy ed in the Service of their Souls It becomes Miniſters 


thus to be Felow-Helpers in the Work af God, to carry it on i ; 


with united Force, joyning Hands and Hearts in it: And the 
Induſtry of others ſhould not ſuperſede, bur quicken ours; 


their Activity ſhould not be an Excuſe for our Sloth, bur ra- 


ther a Spur to our Diligence. Others are buſy, let not us be | 
idle; though we have but two Talents, though we have, but 


done to trade with, if we be diligent and faithful, we ſhall 1 
have as ſure a Reward, as thoſe that are intruſted with WF 


fave. | 


pos bere hare Ioft a Miniſice that had a Gor, da ae 


Care for Souls, and for their Welfare in both Worlds. 


1. His Care began at the right End, for it was in the firſt | 
Place about his own Soul, and the Proſperity and Salvation 


of thar. This Charity muſt begin at Home. Paul's Charge 7 | 


Tin +. Timothy is, Take heed to thyſelf firſt, that thou 
may | ſave thyſelf ; and thoſe are nor likely to do 
”1 any Thing to Purpoſe for the Souls of others, that 
are regardleſs of their own; to ſhew others the Way to Hea- 
ven, that walk not in it themſelyes. In vain were we made 
Keepers of the Vineyards, if our own Vineyards we have not kept, | 
1 Theſf 2, Nu are Witneſſes for him that is gone, and Ged | 
10. " alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and unblameably he wal- | 

led among you ; that his Converſation . in the 
2 Cor. 1: World was in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, with | 
12. Plainneſs and Integrity, and as became an 1/ra- } 
| elite indeed, witheut Guile ; not with fleſhly Wiſ- 
dom, but by che Grace of God, as one whoſe earneſt Care 
it was, and the Top of his Ambition to approve himſelf to 
God, and to be accepted of him. Of him bs Praiſe was, an 
not of Mu. . WT 
His Concern for his own ſpiritual and eternal Welfare, ex: 
preſs d itſelf very much when he ſaw the Day approaching, in | 
his earneſt Deſire to make ſure Work for another World; 
After ſerious Enquiries into the State of bis own Soul, he 


ſaid 


<a, & 
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ſaid with a pleaſing Earneſtneſs, to one that found him 


muſing, and it ſeem'd to be the Refulr of many Thoughts, 
nd nil, if we ſtand in 4 11 to Grd as ours, all w+ 


fo fe and well. He often expreſy'd the admiring Senſe he had 
Jof the Free Grace of God in Chni#t to his Soul; aſcribd all 
tte Glory of his Comforts and Hopes ro that Grace, and in 
a: Dependance upon that, enjoy d a holy Security, and Sere- 
Init) of Mind. Though he ſtill maintain d a godly Jealouſy 
of himſelf, and a humble Fear left he ſhould ſeem to come 
,,, yet he finiſhed joyfully, with this Word, and it was 
one of the laſt Words he was heard to ſay, I know, The Lord 
1 my Rock, and my God, The Aiſrrance of this was it that 
but enabled him to bid Death welcome, and even in that dark- 
1211 ſom Vally to fear no Evil. Thoſe cannot ſink that have the 
ith Lord for their Rock, to ſtay themſelves upon; thoſe cannot 
I dut be bappy, eternally happy, that have him for their God. 
ie And can you fay,' my Brethren,” can you ſay it upon good 
-  E Grounds, that the Lord is hour Rock, and your God? Have 
Ir, vou covenanred with him, and devoted yourſelves to him, 
jon Wand do you make it your conſtant Care and Buſineſs to 
186 pleaſe him? Your Miniſters have Souls to ſave as well as 
ion vou, and upon the ſame Terms; and they call you to 
do. build upon no other Foundation but what they bnild upon 
hart themſelves; to venture in no other Bottom, but what they 
-2- themſelves venture in, into another World. O that the 
de Comfort which thoſe have found in their dying Moments, 
= that have by Faith made the Lord their Rock, their God, 
Jo! might engage you all this Day, to avouch him for yours, 
2 and now to commit your Spirits into his Hand, to be ſan- 
the Ctiſied and ruled by the Word and Spirit of his Grace, 
ih and then you may chearfully at Death commit your Spi- 
rits into his Hand to be received into everlaſting Habitations, 
„ may do it with a triumphant Confidence, know- 3 
ing whom you have believed, even one who is 12 ? 
- 2» able to keep what you have committed to him - 
gainſt that Day; if the Lord be your Rock, and your God, 
Ihe will be ſo to Death, through Death, and beyond Death, 
ex: and you may glory in him. | 
in 2. He had an earneft Care for that particular Congregation 
which was under his Charge; you here can witneſs for him 
he that he had a Concern for your Souls, and greatly longed 
—_—_ 1 after 


# 


* 


— — — — | 
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1 | after you all, even travelled in Birth again to ſee Chrift formed 
i in you. He had indeed Cum Animarun, the Cure of Souls, 
WW and did not make his Charge a Sine Cure: You know. how 
088 conſtant he was with you, how rarely he was abſent from 
} you, ſcarce. one Lord's Day in a Lear; bow he was in his 
'/ Element when he was in your Service, and how ſollicitous 

g to do all Things, dearly Beloved, for your edifying. 


5 2 *2- You know how he labour d among you, even 
1 then when he labour'd under the Burthens of Old 


Age, and how lively he was in praying and preaching, even 
then when in other Things his natural Force was ſo much 
abated. He hath ſomerimes obſerv d to bis Friends, that 
. bis Work and his Strength kept Pace together; when he went 
| - into the Pulpit he ſeem'd to have freſb Supplies of Strength 
4 and Vigor, and to forget his Weakneſs : But when be had | 
. done his Work he became & at other Times; which as it was 
586 an Evidence that his Heart was in his Work, ſo it was an 
Dear. Inſtance of the fulfilling of the Promiſes, that as 
: 33" ' the Day, ſo ſhall the Strength be; and that they 
f who wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their Strength ; | 
ſhall ſtill bring forth Fruit in Old Age, even | 
1 PRI. 0 when the Youths faint and are weary, to ſhew that i. 
N 9 the Lord ij upright. What other Proofs hef gave WM. 
| 


of his earne# Care for your Souls, in viſiting | 
1 you, converſing with you, and watching over you, you 
tf would do. well to recolle#, that now you have loſt him, | 
T4 you may ftill. be Gainers by his Labowrs of Love among 
1 we He had an earne#t Care for other Congregations, and for . 
i the Progreſs and Succeſs of the Work of in them. He 
Hf had an earneſt Care for many Congregations in this City, 
48 for their Supply, their Order, and the Preſervation of Peace 
| A and Love in them. One Inſtance I muſt not omit is, che 
348 . earneft Care he took about the Morning Lecture, every Day, 
NI. kept up a Fortnight at a Place, and then removing to anos. 
| fiat. | ther: He has been long (as I have heard) the principal Per- 
1! {on that has concern'd himfelf about ir, and been active ian 
1 it, to put it into a Method, and to direct the Remove 
of it; wherein he bas done good Service to the . 3 
of Religion in your City; for I hope wherever it comes ir 
brings 2 Bleffing along with it, and many Souls hav, | bog 
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auſe to bleſs God for it. And I truſt now he is gone God 
kyill put the ſame carne# Care into the Heart of ſome or other 
or the keeping up of that good Work, that it may nor 
uffer Damage by his Remove. Nor did his Care confine 
tſelf ro this City, and the Congregations here, but he had 
n corneit Care for many Places in the Country, at a great 
Diſtance, to ſee them well provided for, and Miniſters con- 
Weniently ſettled. And though being indiſpos'd to Travel, 
e ſeldom went in Perſon into the Country, yer by Letter 
Ind Applications here in this Centre, he ſhew'd what a Con- 
i& he had, as Paul ſpeaks, for many that never Col. , 1 
hi, Face in the Fleſh, abat their Hearts might , © *” 
e comforted, and knit together in Love. We was 
ways ready to adviſe young Miniſters, and aſſiſt chem 
Sith bis Intereſt, many of whom therefore with good Reaſon 
Abd him Farber, and will bleſs God who put ſuch a Care 
to his Heart for them. Thus he did at 4 Diſtance, 
bus he did k Geod, the wir whereof remains; and 
uch Good large Souls will covet to do. Thoſe that have 
Pyportunity of helping young People into the World, of 
Pelping them into Buſineſs, and do it, do good Service not 
Inly to their own, but to the next Generation; much more 
o they ſo, who forward the beſt Employment, wherein che 
Jonor of Chrift, and the Welfare of the Souls of Men is 
ny intereſted, and ſo help ro preſerve che bet Env 
8 6 
Let us now ſee what Improvement we may make of this 
4 2 Ties Care, as a Miniſter, thus in ſome Meaſure co- 
1. It ſets a good Example before Miniſters, whoſe Hearts 
ſhould in like Manner be full of earneſt Care about the 
ork they have to do, and the great Truſt committed to 
hems and happy were it for the Church, if they were «/f 
+ oh iniſtry requires an eerneft Care, ſo great and 
mportant is the Undertaking, and ſo mam the Difficulties 
it are to be grappled with, and got over; nothing will be 
Prought to — in it by a looſe, careleſs, deſultory Mind, 
Fbar has got a Habit of trifline, 
„Let thoſe chat enter upon the Work of the Miniſtry ſeri- 
 Houſly examin themſelves, whether they can and will rale 
ae, and ade Pains, for if not, they will have * to 
ear 
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0 fear left the Work fuffer by falling into their Hands. The 
Wi 66 PESTS Hebrew Phraſe for being conſecrated is, having 
Þ [1801 BP 41. e Hand filled: Thoſe that are employ'd to mi- 
"al niſter in Holy - Things have their Hands full of 
Wt jd Work, and therefore need to have their Heads and Hearts | 
579 full of Care. Let thoſe that are engaged in this Work male 
4 Buſineſs of it, or they make nothing of it. Mr. Perkins 
took it for his Motto, Miniſter Verbs es, Hoe Age. We muſt 
: take heel to he Miniſtry we have received, that we 
Con 17. fulfill it; muſt be in Care to pray well, and 
preach well, and live well, in Care to find out profitable Mat- Ar 

ter, and accept able Words, Words pon the Wheels; in Care 

to find out che Truth, to underſtand it ourſelves, to deliver it 

| aright, and accommodate it to the Capacities of thoſe we 
ht ſpeak to, muſt. be in Care to give good Inſtructions, to ſer ft 
170 good Examples, and at all Times ſpeak and act with Circum- Vi 
f 


— 
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ö ſpection. There is need of an earneſt Care in watching over 
* ourſelves, and over the Flock, that we may approve ourſelves it © 
2 3 to our Maſter, may guard againſt the Tempter, that none 

of the Souls committed to our Charge may periſh, or if they 01 

| do, that their Blood may not be required at our Hand. The $21 

Charge we have received, the Neceflities and Worth of 
": if Souls, the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of our Opportunities WF! 
15 of Service, the many Eyes that are upon us, eſpecially his 8 
1 who is all Eye, and above all the Account we muſt ſhortly i #- 
| give ro the chief Shepherd, forbid us to trifle, and oblige us A 
#14 to go on in our Work with an earneft Care. D 
TH 2. It lays an Engagement upon People, that have been or b. 
by ji are under the Care, the earneſt Care of faithful Miniſters. 
as You here have long been well taken Care of, and well pro- 

vided for, the Dreſſer of your Vineyard has through Grace D 
hx done his Part, and now he is removed, ſuffer the Word of 5 
nt Exbortation. 4 e 
pt | (t.) Examin yourſelves how you have improved under his e 
At 


tl 


ſo 


| Care, his earneſt Care for you, and wherher your profiting 

10 has appeared in any Proportion to the Opportunities you have | 
1 | enjoy'd: Whether your Growth. in Knowledge and Grace 
1 has been anſwerable to the Care that has been taken of you; i 

b and the Pains that has been taken with ou? What are you 
Kt the better for all the good Sermons you have heard here, all 
wi 1 you have received, and- all the Helps you 
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have had for your Souls, in Seaſin and out of Seaſon. You 
have bad among you an aged Witneſs for Chriſt, and his 
Truths and Ways: To you Days have ſpoken, bes in 
and the Multitu. le of Tears has been teaching you 5 og” 
Wiſdam, wherein you have bad Advantages above moſt of 
your Neighbours; . and it may juſtly be expected that you 
ſhould be above others a ſolid, ſerious, : judicious People; 
And is it ſo? Many Times Three Yeqrs God has come a- 
ve mong you /ceking Fruit, and what has he found 2 ſeek- 
ing Fruit in your Cloſets and Families, in your Callings 
Wand Converſe, the Fruits of Righteouſneſi, and have. you 
AW vor fruſtrated his Expectations * With ſome perbaps when 
ir he looked for Grapes, behold, wild G apes. ., Confider now 
wich yourſelves, whether you were the Joy of your Mini- 
ster that is gone, or his Grief ? , Wbether by your .Fruit= 
WW fulneſs you recompen/ed his Care of yon, or by . your looſe 
WT and. careleſs Walking you iI required him for it. Are any 
of you yer barren in this Vineyard, yet cumbring the 
Ground? O that you would be alarm'd by the Death 
of your Minifter! You are all Strangers: to me, bur you 
are known zo God. And O that his Word, which: is. quick 
and powerful, might take hold of your Conſciences! While 
Four Minifter was with you, he interceded for: you, as well 
is as laboured with you, Lord, let the barren Fig-rree alone 
bis Tear alſo, till I ſhall dig about it, and dung it: en 

is it yet barren d Know then that the 5 "= 

Death of your; Miniſter ts a Call to you to 
bring forth Fruit at Length, and then 4d ſbal be wel; but 
if his Life and Labours having been .in vain,. his Death be 
ſo too, you will have the more to anſwer for when the 
Day comes that you will be cut down. He is now gone to 
give up bis Account, let each of you think what Account can 

give of me? If he give up hit Account with | 


Grief, that will be, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, unpro- = 2 
ing fit able for you. , Bur I hope there are thoſe, there. 
ave Mare many among you, in whom, he ſaw the Fruit of his La- 
ace Wbour, , and his eqrneft Cate, whom he rhank'd God for „ 28 
you; they for him, and who will be his Crown of Rejozxcing in the 
you {WDay of che Lord; And what a joyful Meeting will there be 

af Bec bm 2d lewin that Day * 
vou 5 Was 
14Ve B (2.) If 
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poral Lives, O that Grace might in like Manner principle 
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(2.) If Miniſters have and ſhould have ſuch an et 
Care for your Souls, ſhould not you much more have an ear- 
neſt, a more earneſt Care for your own Souls? You are neareft 
zo yourſelves, and this is the One Talent you are each of | 
you intruſied with; you have a precious Soul to take 
Care of, and what Care do you take of it? Whar Provi- } 
ſion do you make for it? for irs preſent Cure and Com- 
fort, and for its future Bliſs? Whar Care do you take to 
ſecure it from the Enemies and Evils to which it is ex- 
poſed, and to ſupply irs Neceſſities? This is the Charge 
Deut. 4.9. Siven to every one of you, Take heed to thyſelf, | 

"+9 and keep thy Soul diligently: 4 Heart a- | 
bove all Keepings. Be in Care to ger neceſſary Food and | 
Clothing for your Souls, Reſt and a Refuge for them, and 
a Portion for them that will laſt as long as they muſt laſt. 
Commit the keeping of them to Jeſus Chriſt, as thoſe that 
are in Care to have that done for them which none but he 
can do. The Care your Miniſters have taken, and do take, 
for your Souls, though they are accepted of God in ir, if | 
they be fincere, yer it will be no Advantage to you, if you | 
take not Care for your own Souls, nay, it will come into 
* Account againſt you, as an Aggravation of your Care- 
eſneſs, . 
(.) If Miniſters muſt bave this earne# Care for the Souls 
of thoſe under their Charge, ſurely Parents and Maſters of | 
Families ought to have ſome Care, to have an earneſt Care | 
for the ſpiritual Welfare of thoſe under their Charge, their 
Children, their Servants, to reſtrain them from that which | 
would be to the Prejudice and Ruin of their Souls, and 
to provide that for them which is neceſſary to their Well- 
being. Lou are in Care for their Bodies, to provide what 
is fit for them, you would think yourſelves worſe than In- 
fidels if you did not; And are not their Souls more pre- 
cious, and is not Provifion for them more neceſſary > Na- 
ture has put into your Hearts an earneſt Care for their tem- 


r 


2 


you with a Concern for their ſpiritual Lives! Be in Care 
to teach them the Knowledge of God, that they may nor 
periſh through Ignorance, in Care by the moſt proper Me- 
thods to drive out the Fooliſhneſs that is bound #p in their i 
Hearts ; in Care to make good your Undertaking for * 

| | wien 


— 
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t- when you preſented them to Baptiſm, which was to bring 
. them up in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord; in Care 
of that they may not. periſh through any Defaulr of yours: 
ge There are many who are forward to condemn Miniſters for 
i their Neglects, who therein do but condemn themſelves; 
n- who are Non-refidents in their own Houſes, or are blind 


to and dumb there in the Things of God, fand are in no Care 
| that they and their Horſes ſhould ſerve the Lord. But you; 

l hope, are of thoſe that look well to the Ways of their 

if, Houſpold, as choſe that muſt give an Account of that Stew- 
„ ardſhip. ü * i 1 1 

* ; 2. We now come to confider Titus as an Active Inſtru- 


oo 
Q 


ad mene at this Time in a Work of Charity that was on Foot; 
f, And though ordinarily it was nor fit that they who gave 
at emſelves to the Wird and Prayer ſhould ſerve AR Ges 
he ables, and therefore the Collection and Diſtri- ; 

ke, bution of the Church's Alms was committed to the Deacons, 
if chat, to ſpeak in the Language of the Old Teſtament, had 
ow are of the ourward Buſineſs of the Houſe of God; Ne. 11 
ito Pet in an extraordinary _ the Apoſtles them- 16. 
re- elves were employ'd in Service of that Kind. 


Ne read of Relief ſent to the Brethren which were AR: 11 
g. 7udea, ſent to the Elders or Miniſters of the ; „ 
eſpective Congregations, by the Hands of Barna- 
e and Saul; And of a Contribution made by 
them of Macedonia and Achaia, for the poor Saints 26 
. 7eru/alem. It was in the promoting and ca- 
ping on of this good Work that Titus diſcover'd this earneſt 
FC are for the Corinthians. X | C 

Now, 1. It is eaſy to apprehend that herein he ſhew'd 
an earneſt Care for the Poor Saints at Feruſalem, for whoſe 
Uſe this Collection was made, and a great Concern for 
them, that they ſhould be ſpeedily and plenrifully relieved; 
in their preſent Diſtreſs; and they would have Reaſon to 


m- , f x 
ple - Thanks be to God, that put into the Heart of Titus this 
are ere for us, and our Families, for otherwiſe we might have 
nor eriſhed. Titus heard what Straights they were reduc'd to, 
le. nd as one thar put by Soul into their Souls Stead, laid out 


Wimſelf to get Supply for them. Though Tiens 
was a Greek, and was never circumciſed, as Timo- © 
by was, and upon that Account the Saints at Feruſalem 
| Z (many 


Gal. 2. 30 


_ « — 
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(many of whom retained too great an Affection for the Ce- 
remonial Law) were perhaps cool towards him, yer he was 
acizve to do them Service, as Paul alſo was, though he was 
4! the gygile of the Gentiles, and ſaw ſome Reaſon to doubt 
1 whether the Service he had for Feruſalem would 


—  ) 
* 


4 0 1 accepted of the Saints there; for as our Love, 

108 ſo our Liberality, muſt not be confin'd ro thoſe 
4 thar are juſt of our own Sentiment and Way, but in this 
96 Inſtance as well as others, we muſt be govern'd by a Catho- | 
| J lick Charity, and as we have Opportunity muſt do | 

Rom. 12. G 

4 13. Good to all Men, but muſt in a particular Man- 
|; i if | ner diſtribute to the Neceſſities of Saints. We | 
: f may ſuppoſe that this Relief being ſent to the Elders, it was | 
W | intended chiefly for their Support, becauſe the People were 


poor, and perſecuted, and in many Places but few, and 
| could not maintain them; ſo that it ſeems to have been | 
n not only an Act of Charity to the Poor, but an Act of 
| 0 Piery towards God, being intended for the Support of the | 
TREE Goſpel, and the Recompence of thoſe that had ſuffer'd | 
15 Loſs for Chriſt's Sake; for they were the believing Hebrew: 
; 1 had taken joyfully the Spoiling of their Goods: | 
This was the good Work that Titus had this 

earneſt Care to help forward. 8 7 
And it was good Work of this Kind that our deceaſed | 
riend and Father did abound in, did abide in to the laſt. 
e was himſelf ready to every good Worki, and willing to 
communicate to his Power, yea, and beyond his Power; 
what he did himſelf in Charity he conceaPd, as much as 
poſſible, from thoſe about him, and was fo far from boaſt- 
ing of it, that according to our Saviour's Rule, his Left 
Hand knew not what his Right, Hand did: And he was 
Ifa. 22. 8. not only liberal, but he deviſed liberal Things; 
32 B. and had Projects for doing Good; his Head 
was ſtill working that Way, as one that look d not on his own 
Things only, or chiefly, but on the Things of others; of o- 
thers Souls, of others Bodies. I have been told that it was 3 
very much by his Influence and Management that the Fund 
which is kept up by many of the well diſpoſed Congrega- 
tions in this City, for the Aſſiſtance and Encouragement of 
Miniſters in the Countty, whoſe Congregations are poor, | 
was firſt ſer on Foot: And there are many in all Parts - | 

[3 
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3 the Kingdom whoſe Loins, nay, whoſe Souls bleſs him, 
as and the many others, both Miniſters and People, who pro- 
as mote and ſupply ir, and bleſs God for him and them. 
br If a Cup of cold Water given to Prophets, to Di- 

Id ſciples, in the Name of Diſciples and Prophets, Mat. 10. 
e, ſhall in, no wiſe loſe its Reward, what a full Re- 41, 42. 
fe ward ſhall be given from the Lord our God to thoſe Ras 
11S * 
2 
do 
n- 
Ve 


by whole generous Liberalicy Families of Pro- |. 
8 phers are help'd with Food for the Body, and _ 
= Congregations of Diſciples with Food for the Soul. And 
I have had Opportunity of obſerving (and I think it was 
raiſe-worthy, and very exemplary) his diligent and con- 
Wh Attendance, not only upon the Meetings for the 


re prudent and regular Diſtribution. of that Charity, but 
nd upon the Week-Day Lecture, where he would have Op- 
en | pres of Meeting with Minifters, to whom or by whom 
of e might be ſerviceable; which ſhewd how much his 
he Heart was upon it to do Good, He was very active, as I 
rd am informed, in furniſhing poor Miniſters, and Candidates 


We | for the Miniſtry, with uſeful Books: A great deal of Mo- 
ds: np, and Time, and Pains, he beſtow'd this Way; and here- 
his in his earneſt Care reach d as far as the North of Scotland, 
large Sums being procur'd by him for the erecting of Li- 
braries there; and an excellent Method it was, both for 
the diffuſing of Knowledge to diſtant Places, and the pre- 
ſerving of it to future Ages, In his Labours for carcying 
on that and other pious Defigns, he was indefatigable to the 
laſt, and his Diligence kept Pace with his earneſt Care. 
He had had an Acquaintance wich divers Parts of the Ring- 
dom, was born in Leiceſterſhire; rhe Firſt Fruits of his 
Miniſtry were at Petworth in Suſſex, from that Place he 
was thrown out {froth a Curacy there) at the Reſtora- 
tion. But upon that, Providence caſt his Lot in Tork- 
ſhire, where he continued about Seventeen Vears, and then 
removed to this City. And what a Bleſſing he was to that 
County, by his extenfive Beneficence, and Care for them, 
after his Removal hither, I am told there are many that will 
witneſs, that never ſaw his Face. "74 
2. Ir. is as true, though not ſo eaſily apprehended, that 
Titus ſhew'd as earneft a Care for the Corinthians, whom he 
perſwaded to do Good, as for 8 Saints at Jeruſalem, whom 
© 26S 6 | 1 he 
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he defir'd that this Good might be dove 70. He appeard in 
this Matter no leſs ſollicitous for thoſe whom he applied 
bimſelf to, than for thoſe whoſe Cauſe he pleaded. The 
Churches of Mace donia had been very forward in bringing 
| in their Quota, to this Contribution, even their 
verſ, 2. deep Poverty abounded to the Riches of their Libe- 
- ity: And this is call's the Grace of God beſtowed 
upon the Churches of Macedonia; the good Work 
they did for God, was the Effect of a good Work he wrought 
in em, and char wag an Evidence of his good Wil towards 
them, and therefore is call'd his Grace (beſtowed on them; 
for it is certain, inſtead of making God our Debtor by any 
Service we do to him, the more we do for him the more 


— 
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verſ. I. 
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| | | w- are indebred to him for putting us into a Capacity, and 0 

giving us an Opportunity to honor him, and eſpecially for i 

Tait inclining our _—_ to do it, and accepting of us in the I 

14 doiop of it. 4 \ 

his Now Titus had an earne# Care for the Corinthian, that u 

Wk | 2-46 they who came not behind in any Gift, might C 

1 1 Cor. 1. not come behind in this Gift; he was in Care Md 

111. 7. that they ſhould not be „ in their Contribu- | 

5 tions, becauſe Paul had boaſted of them, that a 
1 Flay: 9. 2. Acbaia was ready a Year ago; And in Care that 

[i they ſhould not be ſneaking in them, but thar t 

what was gathier'd ſhould be conſiderable: He was in Care \ 

thar they ſhould give like themſelves. The Corinthians were y 

generally a rich People, and ivd great, whence a 

Vn cuivis it became a Proverb, Every Man cannot pretend WEr 

homia con- to live at Corintb. Now Titus was jealous of t 

tingi: :4,re them, left they ſhould - pinch their Charity, to : 

Crinbum. feed their ac Big and therefore laid out him- | 

ſelf among them, to perſwade them to give hand- T 

mh upon this Occaſion, that it might not be faid they \ 

had much, bur cheys ſpent it upon themſelves 5 they were : 

rich in Math. but poor in good Works, He was in Care they t 

ſhonld give /ike other Churches, and fo preſerve their Repu- 1 

rarion, and keep up the Figure they made among the 

Cu ches, The particular Kindneſs he had for this Church 1 

ol , did not put him upon contriving how he might oe ( 

excuſe them from this go d Work, or make it eaſy to them, ( 


that* they might be the more kind to him; bur on the cons 
N trat, 
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trary, becauſe he lov'd them he was very earneſt with them 
to do mor! than otherwiſe they would have donn. 
And thus this good Man whom we have parted with, 


' befides the good Works he did at his own Expence, laid 


out himſelf to provoke others to Love, and to good Works, 
to perſwade them to it, and to bring about great Deſigns 
of Gocd by the Aſſiſtance of many, which could not be 
compaſſed by ne. He had an Acquaintance with many 
conſiderable Families, both in City and Country, and an 
Intereſt in them; which he improv'd not for himſelf, bur 
for the Publick Good, All that knew him valu'd him 
for his try'd Integrity, and that great Plainneſs and Sincerity 
which was remarkable in him; whatever he did, ke 
Gaiu, he did ir fairhfully, both to the Bretbren, 7 


and to Strangers; and therefore what was put 3 Joh. 5. 


into his Hands 'for the carrying on of any . 
Work, was depoſited with an entire Satisfaction. He. 
uſed to ſay, that he kept up his Acquaintance with Perſons. 
of Eſtate and Figure as long as he could improve it for the 


doing of Good, and when it would no longer be made te 


erve that Purpoſe, he let it drop; for, ſaid he, I'll never adore 
Now my Text leads me to obſerve, that herein appeared 
his earne# Care for thoſe whoſe Alſiſtance he procured in. 
Works of Chariry ; as much for their doing well, as for the. 
well-doing of thoſe whom he procured Aſſiſtance for. All. 
agree that thoſe he beg'd for have loſt a Friend, but I muſt. 


rell you, that thoſe he beg'd of have a great Loſs of him 


too; they have loſt one that even in that was a true Friend, 
and one that had an earneſt Care for them. I doubt it will 
be hard to convince People of this; I fear chere are many 
ro whom their Friends and Miniſters are ſcarce welcome 
when they come to recommend Objects of Charity to them, 
and preſs them to give liberally, where the Caſe is urgent ; 
they are glad to ſee them, but not when they come on that 
Errand ; If they come to viſit them when they are fick, ta 
adviſe them when they are in Diſtreſs, or ro be any Ways 


helpful ro them, they rake it as an Inſtance of their earne# 


Care for them; but if they come to them as Titus did to the 
Corinthians, to beg Mony of them for the poor Saints, they 


are ſo far from looking upon as an Inſtance of their 2 
| for 
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for them, that they receive them with a Stiffneſi, and Shineſi, 
as if they came to impoſe upon them, and to pick tbeir Poc- 
kets; and if they do give, it is not with that Chearfulneſs 
that God delights in. „6 3 
I would endeavour therefore for the Amending of this 
Matter, to make it out that thoſe are to be accounted yout 
Friends, who with Prudence and Diſcretion propoſe to you 
fitting Objects of Charity, and preſs you to give liberally to 
them, or for the Encouragement of any Work of Piety; 
| youre to take it kindly, and to reckon it an Inftance of rheir | 
earneft Care for you. Conſider i 
1. It is not for themſelves that they are thus ſoll:ciroms, 
nor in Hopes to” make any Advantage of it to themſelves, | 
or their own Families; nay, on the contrary. it may be a 
Lf and Damage to themſelves; for with ſome at leaſt 
the more they improve their Intereſt for others, the leſs 
they have to improve upon their own Account. They do 
not herein ſeck their own Thengs, but as the Apoſtle here did, 
they ſtudiouſly avoid that which might N Occaſion xa 
verſ 20, ½ to blame them, in this Abundance which &# | 
A adminiſtred by them; they hope indeed to ob- 
tain an Intereſt in God's Bleſſing, and the Saints Prayers, 
in both which they deſire you may come in for a Share. 
It is no Pleaſure to them to be uh ν to you, and thoſe 
for wh ſe Supply they do ſollicit you, many Times they 
are no more oblig d ro than you are, nor more concern d for 
than you oupht to be, ſo that you have no Reaſon to take 
unkindly the Applications they make to you. Nay, + _ 
2. It is really for you that rbey have this earneſt Care; Do 
they propoſe to you a preſſing Opportunity to do good? 
Do they follow it with a preſſing Importunity, you 
onghr to take it as a Kindneſs to yourſelves, and to thank 
God our he has put that earneſt Care into their Hearts fur 
- you, For, * 
1. They would have you do that which is your Duty, 
a plain, neceſſary, and great Duty, which God requires o 
all thoſe whom he has intruſted with this World's Goods. 
Mic C 8, | To love Mercy is the Good yop are as much iſ 
© obligd ro as to de juſtly, To relieve and ſuccour 
. the V dows and Fatberleſ in their Affliction, is 
2A an Eflential Branch of Pure Religion and ee 
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filed. It is à neceſſary Proof of the Love both of God, and 
of your Neighbour, dwelling in you. You are God's Te- 
nants, and this is the Rent you have to pay, a Quit-Rent; 
not a Rack-Rent, and you are to account it a Kindneſs to 
have your Rent cal'd for, for you will ger nothing by 
going behind band. You are Stewa: ds of the ma- v5 
fold Grace of God, and you muſt lay out your 1 Pet. 4, 
ord's Goods among your Lord's Servants, and 10. 
he directs, and whoever aſſiſts you in doing 
o is your Friend, and has a Care for you. It is 
rour Duty to Honour the Lord with your Sub- Prov, 3. 9 
Rancs, and thus you are put into the Way of s 
doing it. | | 
Miniſters muſt charge thenf that are rich in this World; 
hat have wore than juſt a neceſſary Subſiſtence for thems 
elves and their Families, with what they have 
o ſpare to do good, and to communicate; you 1 Tim. 6. 
dughr to give Alms of ſuch Things as you have, 17, 18. 
ind to be ready to every good Work, Put us not | 

o prove. that it is your Duty to give juſt /o much, and to 
122 Perſon, when it is plain it is your Duty @ you have 
| WD pportunity to do good to all Mn, and to give God bis Dues 
ut of what he has given you; of which under the Law 
ze appointed the Priefts and the Poor to be his Receivers, 
ow thoſe who d:viſe liberal Things for you are in Care for 
pu, that you may not omit your Duty, or be found in 
he Neglect of it, becauſe Omiſſions are Sins, . muſt 
Wome imo Judgment ; and particularly the Owiſlion of 
is Duty ; for you know very well thoſe chat in the 
treat Day are bid to depart with 4 Curſe, have this charg d 


ou pon them, I was hungry, and you gave me na Meat, I was 
hirſty, and you gue me no Drink; And are not they kind 


o you, who do all they can to prevent your falling under 
har Charge, and P thar Doom. Say not, 
f they did not trouble you with their Repreſentations, you 
hould not know it, and that would -ſerve for an Excuſe ; 
r if you do not know who are Objects of Charity, ber 
Hauſe you would not, bur diſcountenanc'd thoſe that recom- 
| A ended them to you, it is all one, 45 if you did know ir, 
ad would not relieve them; F thou ſazeit; 1 
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' knew it not, doth not he that pondereth the Heart 
x. it, and he that keepeth thy Soul doth he not no 

| now it 2 © IRA | 
The Duty of giving to Works of Piety and Charity is 
What we are naturally backward to, we would willingly 
keep what we have, and our corrupt Hearts can eaſily 
find out Excuſes to ſhift it off, and therefore we have the 
more need to be calld to it, and to have even pure Minds 
ftirred up by Way of Remembrance, and provok'd by the 
Zeal of others, and their Forwardneſs. Thoſe that have 
themfelves an earneſt Care ro do their Duty, will reckon 
thoſe their beſt Friends that have an earneſt Care to quicken 
them to it, and to help them to overlook chofe 
Eccleſ. 11, Minds and Clouds by which they are in Danger 
4. of being driven off from ſowing and reaping 
It is a Care for your precious Souls, that they 

may not lye under Guilt and Wrath, a Care like that 
| of Paul's, leſt ly ſeme Means the Tempter have 

1 Theſ. 3. rempred you, and a Spirit of. Worldlineſs pre- 
5. vail over you, and ſo the Labour of your Mi- 
; niſters among You, ſhould be in vain. We have 
Reaſon to be as thankful to God for their Advice who ex- 
cite us to Duty, as David was for Abigail's, when ſhe. was 
inftromemal to prevent his Sin. eqs” os 
2. They would have you do that which will be your 
Honour, and which will put a Reputation upon you, and 
therefore it muſt be look d upon as an Inftance of their 
earneft Care for your Preferment. In Acts of Bounty and 
Beneficence you reſemble God, who #s Good, and doth Good, ing 
and therefore doth Good, becauſe he x Good. None come | 
nmneearer being perfed as our Father in Heaven ns 
Matth. 3. perfect, than thoſe who are merciful as our Father 
48. | WS Heaven # merciful, Hereby ' you become 
Luke 6. Bleflings ro your Generation, and Ornaments 
36. to the Profeſſion you make of Religion; you 
' _ - give Occaſion to your Miniſters and Friends to 
Chap. 9. boaft of you, as Paul did of theſe Corinthians, and 
2,11: to give Thanks to God for you: This is \a Virtue 
Phil. 4-8. that is as much @ Praiſe, as any other. It ſeems 
to have been a common Saying of our Sayiour's, 
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r more bleſſed to give than to receive; it is more | 
os Pnoutable, and more comfortable, and there- Act. 20. 


re you are to reckon thofe your Friends who 35: - - 
is Would have you put in for a Share in that Bleſ- b 
y aneſs. 6 EN 


You think you do yourſelves Honour with your Abundance. 
hen you lay ir out in rich Clothes, Furniture, and Equi- 
ige, or in ſplendid Entertainments; with theſe you think 
du gain and keep up a Reputation; but you would do your- 
ves much more Honour with your Abundance, if you ſpar d 
mething from thoſe Things, and laid it ont in Works 
Piety and Charity, if you thus honoured God with it, 


fe Wd did Good to others. I appeal to yourſelves, which is 
er We more honourable, and deſireable Character, to have it 
g. Wd concerning you, Such a one is a faſhionable Man, and 
y e, Great, or, Such a one is a. charitable Man, and dotb 


od, You reckon thoſe have a real Care of you that help 
ſupporr and advance your Credit in the Way of Trade 
d Buſineſs, though ir may put you to ſome Expence; 
d is it not the Fruit of a 2 more earneſt Care for you, 
help to maintain your Credit in this beſt and moſt gainful 
yy of Merchandize ? If you forfeit the Character of 
ng ready to do Good, you loſe the Opportunity of enriching} / 
urſelves with the true and moſt peat 1 Treafores, | -- 
3. They would have you do that which you will have 


ur 

id Fort in, and Advantage by in this Warld, and therefore 
ir Nu are to reckon them your Friends that have a Care for. 
d . When you review your Expences, ſurely there is no- 


ing you reflect upon, with more Pleaſure and Satufaction, 
an that which you laid out in Works of Piety and Cha- 
; you may look upon it, not as upon that which you. 


of ud in Hovſe-keeping, ir is gone, and you will hear no more 
* ir, bur as upon that which you have put into the beſt, 
ts und, ventur'd in the ſureſt Bottom, and ſer out to the beſt 


tereſt upon the beſt Security, as Bread caſt upon the Wa- 
75, which you ſhall find again after. many Days, Read 
r. Ganges Book, which he calls the Sureft and ſafeſt Way, of 
briving, and you will look upon thoſe as your trueſt Well- 

iſhers that forward you in any Work of Piety or Charity, 
$ you do upon thoſe that contribute any Thing towards your 
utward Proſperity, and the Inſtances of chat. 


Your | 
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' Your liberal contributing ro any good Work, will per 
haps increaſe, what you have in the World, will double it 
what is ſo given is lent to the Lord, and he has given his Pre 
miſe that he will pay it again; and if he expects ar 
Coming to receive hs own with Uſury, no Doubt hee will 
Inke 11. 747177 us our own, However it will make wha 
we have clean to ut, it will make it comfortabl: 


| an 
4 705 yr mentions it as = - the 2 2 nad 

of his Proſperity that the Bleſſing of him tg 
Job 29.7. was ready > eh came upon 3 he cau/WMhe 


the Widows Heart to fing for Foy, Many a Prayer will | 
pur up for you, by thoſe that have an Intereſt at the Thro 
of Grace, which you will have the Benefit of, and you 
perhaps when you are gone. It is uſed as an Argumet 
| wuoith the People to be kind to the Prieft, by 
Ezek. 44 be may cauſe the Bleſſing to reſt on thine Hay 
30. may do it by his Prayers with and for thy Fam 
| ly. Thoſe.therefore have an earneſt Care for yo 
who would not have you, for the ſaving of a little Mon 
to forfeit that Bleſſing, or come ſhort of it. 
4. They would have you do that which will be Fr 
abounding to your Account in the Day of Recompence. 
Works of Piety and Charity be done from a pious, charity 
ble Principle, in Faith, and in Dependance upon Chrift f. 
the Acceptance of them, though they cannot merit an 
Thing at God's Hand, for of hu own we give him, yer he þ 
© graciouſly aſſured us, that they ſhall be rewarde 
Luke 14. in the Reſurrection of the Fuſt, for God & mot u 
14. righteous to forget them. You know when, a 
Heb 8.10. upon what Account it will be ſaid, I was hung 
A᷑nd you gave me Meat, I was thirſly, and you ga 
me Drink, If it be not repaid in this World, there is t 
more behind; the Heavenly Inheritance will make amen 
for all. Thoſe that preſs you to good Works are in Ca 
that you may{not miſs of this Recompence, may nor {li 
this good Bargain, which will be ſo much to your Adyat 
| tage. They would have you to uſe your Eſtate 


Luke 16. fo as that with them you may make to your/eloif m. 
9. Friends, that when ye fail, ye may be received iu thi 
a everlaſting Habitations, Nen 


Thi 
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This was St. Paul's Care for the Philippians, they were 
ell· diſpoſed to be kind to him, but they lach ct, 
Dpportunity; they wanted ſome Friend ro do Phil. 4, 10 
xt for chem which Tiras here did for the Co- 17, 18. 
Wh 1nthians, to make a Collection among them for 
s Afiſtance, and to convey it carefully to him. Now 
aul ſhews himſelf well pleas'd that at Length Epaphroditus 
Wd done it; but he profeſſeth ir was not ſo much upon 
bs own Account, that he might thereby be enabled to live 
he more comfortably in Priſon, not that I deſire à Git, 1 
ould live very contentedly without it; but chiefly upon their 
lecount, that they might have the Comfort and Reward of 
t, in that Day when all we now ſay and do will be-call4. 
oer again. I defire Fruit that may abound to your Account, 
hat may be reckon d among the Fruits of your Rigbreowſnef, 
hich ſhall be reaped in Life Eternal; when not a Cup of 
old Water given to a Diſciple in the Name of a Diſciple, 10 4 
Prophet in the Name of a Prophet, hall be left. our of the 
Account. * | : l 
Now lay all this together, and then tell me whether thoſe 
Pre not indeed your Friends, and have not an earneſt Care for 
ou, who call upon you to do good and to communicate, look 
pon them then as your Friends, and look 1 them 
when they come upon this Errand. Thank them they 
will take the Trouble of a good Work ſo much upon them 
ſelves, and yet bring you in for Sharers in the Honor, Com- 
fort, and Reward of ic: Thoſe that would ſo manage fon 
ou, in ſome advantagious Undertaking for the World; 1a 
that you might have nothing to do bur to pay in your Mony, 
and receive it again with great Increaſe, you would reckon 
yourſelves exceedingly oblig d to. Nor think it enough to 
be courteous and civil to your Almoners, and to give them 
à good Look when they come a begging to you, but be free 
and generom in your Almſgiving, and in what you contribute 
to every good Work; that you may encourage thoſe who 
have this earneſt Care of you to come to you again. God 
gives liberally and upbraids not, and fo ſhould we, that we 
may be like him. Remember, it is Seed ſown; and obſerve 
the Husbandman's Rule in ſowing his Ground, Give it Seed 
enongh; for if you ſow ſparingly, you will reap» according y. 
And now you have loſt one who usd to recommend _ 
$#: : J 
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Jects of Charity to you, be the more inguiſitive after th 
r yourſelves; that you may in no wiſe Joſe your Ne. ar 
ward. \ N 2 
For ehe Sccond Thing ; It is mentioned to the Praiſe of of 
God, that he put this earneſt Care into the Heart of Titus 2 
for them; and Thanks are given to him for it. Now Thanks WM, ;, 
be to God who by his Providence brought Titus to Corinth, 
and by his Grace excited and enabled him to do this good 
Offece there. | | l . | | 
See how ſollicitous bleſſed Paul is upon all Occaſions to 
aſcribe the Glory of all the Good that was done, whether 
by others or by himſelf, to the Grace of God, and to own 
in it the Influences and Operations of that Grace; I la- 
boured, others laboured, yet not I, yet not they, 


1 Cor. 13. but the Grace of God which was with me, and was 
10. with them; for by the Grace of God, I am what 
I am, and they are what they are. The Doctrin 
of Free Grace, which is pure Goſpel, he not only inculcates 
in his Preaching and Writing, but applies ir, and ſpeaks as 
one that did himſelf believe ir, and was full of it; for he 
takes Care to caft every Crown ar the Feet of Free Grace, 
ih that he b:afts all the Day long, ſo as to exelude all other 
boaſting ; in that he is made always to triumph; Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us, but to thy Name give Glory, Now ob- 
ſerve here, | | | wy | 
1. Thar God can pur Things into Mens Hearts, beyond 
what was expected. He is the Sovereign of the Heart, nor 
only ro enjoyn it what he pleaſeth by his Law, bur to in- 
fluence ir, and to infuſe into it by his Providence and Grace 
as he pleaſeth. He hath Acceſs ro Men's Hearts, knows 
what * in them, what would be in them, and can expunge 
and inſert according to his own Will; and they themſelves 
not be aware of it. He can extinguiſh the 
Pfal. 76. Sparks of V ath he finds there, and reſtrain them, 
10. can blow up the Sparks of Love he finds there 
WE. into a Flame. They are all in his Hand as, the 
Clay in the Hand of the Porter, and he faſpioneth them ſo 
as to ſerve his own Purpoſes by them. The Way of Man .% 
not in himſelf, he cannot think what be will, but the wiſe 


God can over-rule him. If the Hearts of Kings 


| Ont: are in the,Hand of the Lord, to be turned as the 


Rivers 


* 
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Rivers of Water which Way ſoeyer he pleaſeth, though 
ter their Hearts of all Mens are moſt abſolute and _ YE 
Res WY arbitrary, and unſearebable, much more the Prov. 2 


Hearts of inferior Perſons. Let no Man boaſt 3. 
of his Free Thought, when whatever Devices are 4 
in Men's Hearts, it is not their Counſel, but the Counſes of 
.be Lord that ſpall ſtand. See in this how God governs the 
World, by the Hold he hath of che Conſciences of Men, 
and bis Power to put Things into their Hearts, fo as that 
hey ſhall accompliſh his Defigns, as h Hund, though they 
nean not ſo, neither doth their Heart think ſo. | | 
2. That whatefer Good is in the Heart of any, it „ God 
hat puts it there? If Tiens have in his Heart an earneſt Care 
or the ſpiritual Welfare of the Corinthians, though he is a 
ery good Man, and one that much Good may be expected 
rom, yet even this is not of himſelf, it is not to be call'd, 
Natural Affection, it is a gracious one, for the Grace of 
od wronghr it thete, that Grace which worke:h | 
n good Men both Fo will and to do that which is Phil. 2. 13. 
good. Perhaps Titus was ſteering his Courſe. 7 
nother Way, when God put it into by Heart to come to 
WE o75nth; or, when he came thither on this Errand, perhaps 
e did not deſign to preſ the Thing with any Importunity, 
Put only to propoſe it, and leave it to them to do as they, 
ould ; But quite beyond his own Intention God put it. 
into by Heart to be urgent in the Matter, which had a won- 


nd Bcrfol good Effect; pur Zea] into hs Heart for the carrying 
— dn of this good Work, and then put Words into his Mouth. 


vherewith to preſs it. 1 

If we have an earneſt Care for our own Souls, and for. 
heir ſpiritual and eternal Welfare, it is God that puts it 
nto our Hearts, that gives it to us, ſo the Word here usd 
ignifies, it is he that plants it in us; - i6 we have an earneſt 
are for the Souls of others, particularly of theirs that are 
nder our Charge, we have it from God, for we are not 
ufficient of ourſelves ſo much as to think a good 5 
Thought, much leſs fix a good Principle, or form 2 Cor. 3.5. 

good Project, but all our Sufficiency 1 of God. | 


Vhatever Evil there is in our Hearts, it is of ourſelves; 
t is, like Weeds in the Garden, the ſpontaneous Product 
of the corrupt Soil; this God ſees there, he foreſees it, and 
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ſhed no other benign Influences, but what are deriv'd from 


| therefore look up to God by Ro for that Grace which is 
| neceſſary to make the Stewards of the Myſteries of God both 
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can tell "the Sinner long before, Ar ſuch 4 Hi | 
Ezek. 38. foal Things come into thy Mind. and thou ſhalt | 
10.  ebink an evil Thought; but it is not of his purts | 

there; no, it is the Good thar is found there, al . 

that, and only that, that God Puts there, He will own that, 
and we muſt own him in it. | 

3. That Chriſt's Miniſters are in a cine Manner 
il that, and that only to his Churches that he makes them to 
be. They are Stars that ſhine with a, borrow'd Light, and 


a ef” ca a. + ” 


the Sun of Righteouſneſs. If they have a Care, an earneſt 
Care, a natural Care for the Souls commitred to their Charge, 
it is God that has pur it into their Hearts, ĩt is his Grace in 
them that makes them Bleſſings to the Places whefe they are, 
whether /tatedly or occafionaly ; if they bring a. ſeaſonable 8 
Word that reacheth the Conſcience, and doth "Good, it 1s 
God that puts it into their Mouths, and gives them what 
they ſhall ſpeak. Paul, that Maſter Workman, 
Rom. 15, faith nothing * what he has wrought, but of 
28. what Chriſt of wroug bt by bim. Wherefore look 
4 
wee at them then? ar Peter and ohn? at Paul 
Ay 12. and Apolles > as though by their own Power 
they did what they do? No, they are no moxc, 
no better than what the Free Grace of God makes them. 
The moſt able, the moſt actiye Minifters, and the moſt 
fam'd for Induſtry and Succeſs, if they were left to them- 
ſelves, and ro their own Wiſdom and Screngph: would be the 
unprofitable Burthens of the Earth; would be like Sampſon} 
when his Hair. was cur, and the Spirit of the Lord was de- 
parred from him, weak as other Aden, nay, and worſe than 
other Men, like Salt which has loſt its Savor. We mult 


Skilful 4 faithful ; and lament the Caſe of thoſe careleſs 
Minifters, who like the Oftrich, are hardned again# the 
Souls under their Charge, as though they were 
Job39.16, not theirs, for it is a Sign that God has deprivedl 
27. them of Wiſdom, and has not imparted to them * 6 
derſtanding. R | 
4. That the Grace of God is 
dwn'd in che Progreſs and Succels C 
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as this n Tien was active in among the Cor in- 


„ th5ans. In this we may be tempted to think there needs 
1 no mote but that common Concurrence of the Divine Provi- 

ute Which is peceſſary to the. negotiating of every other 
i, 


Affair; bur it ſeems by this we . a much Need of 
60 


the working of the Spirit and Grace o d, to enable us 


er i to give Alm well, as to enable us ro Pray and preach well. 
to What is neceſſary to an Act f Beneficence, muſt be put into 
nd our Hearts from on High, as well as what is neceſſary to 
m an 4d of Devotion. It is God that puts it into the Heart 
of: of all the Parties concern'd. to do their Part in it: He 
ge, puts an earneſt Care into the Hearts of thoſe that manage 
in 2 Work of Charity, ar a generous; liberal Diſpoſition 
re, into the Hearts of thoſe that contribute. to it. And there- 
ble fore the Apoſtle concludes his Account here of the Libexa- 


lity of rhe Churches of Macedonia and Hthaia with Praiſes 
to God, not only for giving them Eſtates wherewirhal to do 
Good, but much more for giving them. Hearts to 
do Good with them; [Thanks be to Gad for bs 2 Cor. g. 
unſpeakable Gift. Grace to uſe what we. have 13. 
in che World to the Glory of God, is an un- kay 


* 


* — 


= ſpcakable Gift, for which we ought to be very thankful. 
Ad we are taught the ſame by the Example of David, 
who when he found the Princes and People generous in 
their Subſcriptions for the Building of the Temple, bleſſed 
God for it, as an admirable Inſtance of his Favour and 
Grace, by which he put a great deal of Honour upon them; 
But who am T, faith he, and what is my People, 
that we ſhould be able to overcome that Selfiſh. 1 Chron. 
neſs, and Narrow- ſpiritedneſs which is in our. 29. 14. 
corrupt Natures, and ſhould offer fo much, and | 
Jo willingly; and chearfolly, . after, this Sort, for all Things come 
of thee.' "Thoſe therefore who have any good Project upon 
the Wheel, ſhould Jook up ro God for his Grace to carry it 
on, orherwiſe it will be abortive, Thoſe we perſwade to do 
Good we ſhould pray for, that God would incline their Hearts 
to ir, and then only our Perſwaſives will prevail. 
Let us now cloſe all, with ſome Inferences from theſe O 
Fervations, ; \, '. ©, el e 4 a E 
1. If chis beſo, then thoſe that do Good have nothing to 
Nen in; for whatever E they do, it was God chat put ĩt 


into 


[ 


_ - 


terad, and he gave the Increaſe, and therefore his muſt all the 
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into their Hearts to do it, and therefore he muſt have all 
the Glory. Boaſting is hereby for ever excluded, for in che 
Lord alone we have not only Rigbreouſneſ! for the Remiſſion 
of our Sins, but Strength and Sufficiency for the Pertotmance 
of our Duties. How abſurd, how unjuſt is it far us to be 
wa proud of any Good we do, when, without Cbriſt 
Joh. 15. 5. we can do nothing; we cannot ſq much as be 
Phil. 4-11, content with ſuch Things as we hape, but through 
13. x whey ſtrengtbning us, much leſs do Good with 
them. | ISI WIE 
This forbids us to truſt to our own. good Works, as if by 
them we could merit any, Thing at the Hand of God; we 
3 muſt not entertain ſuch a Thought, not only be- 
Pfal. 16.2. cauſe none F our Goodneſs extends to God, but be- 
cauſe all our Goodneſs is derived from bim; and 
the more Good we do, the more -we are indebted. to him 
for that Grace by which we are enabled to do it, and rhe 
Honour he puts upon us in employing us for him. We 
never ſpeak a good Word, or do a good Work, but it comes 
from that Good. which Gcd firſt put into our Hearts, ſo that 
all being from him, all muſt be to bim; He planted, he was 


2 
Fruit be, and to his Honopr it muſt be devoten. 
YE he This obligeth us when we have done all to ſay, 
Luke 17. We are unprofitable Servants, not only becauſe we 
10.  . have done no more than what was our Duty to do, 
| but becauſe we have done no more than God ems | 
abled us to do. It obligeth us alſo to ſay, that God is « good 
Maſter, who works in us what he requires of us, and then gra- 
ciouſly accepts and rewards his own Work, as if it had been 
ours, ſo far is he from being that hard Man that reaps wheres 
he bad not ſown, And then our Services turn moſt to our Ho- 
nour, when we take Care to tranſmit the Honour of them 
to God. Nebemiab could not have put a greater Reputation 
upon his Undertaking to build ap the Walls of 

Neh. 2. 12. Feruſalem than he did, when he ſaid, it was what 
Cod had put in his Heart to do at Feruſalem; 48 

it magnifies Cyrus s Proclamation of Liberty to the Captive 
Jews, more than the Policy or the ot 

Ezra. I. 1. it, that the Lord ſtirred up the Spirit of Cyrus to i 
_ - _ . ſue outtharPcoclamation, _ 1 Thi 
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are founded 
Hooſe of God, 


me | 
bare me according 


and rhe Offices 
to the 


hus as God give Grace to 
ilit) to the moſt Gracious, 


ther for Soul or Body, 
WF aiſcd up thoſe chat were 
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to their Hearts to do it, and 


This holy, Man we ate now ſpeaking of, whoſe 
Works praiſe 2 in the Gates, took Care that the Praiſe 
ſhould not terminate in himſelf, but be tranſmitted t 
the Fut ber of Lights, and Giver of every good 
2 Friend of his that viſited him in his Sickneſs, mentioned to 
him his great Uſefulneſs, and what Comfort he might now 
dave in Reflection upon it, he humbly replied, Alas, I have 
done but little Service for God in my Generation; I wiſh I bad 
Ane more: But (faith he) God 5s good and | 
F obſerve, That the Comforrs and Hopes of dying Chriſtians 
God's Goodneſs, not 
when Nehemiab bad done Abundance of good Service to the 
thereof, his Prayer is, not reward 
Greatnefs of my Merit, but I 
tothe Greatneſs of thy Mercy. Neh. 13. 
was but 4 Pen in God's Hand, (ſaid good 22. 
Baxter) And what Praiſe iv due to 4 Pen? 

moſt Humble, ſo he gives 


2. If rhis' be ſo, then hoſe that have any Good done them 
give Thanks to God for it, who 
Inſtruments of it, and put it 
perhaps to do it with an er 
eft Care, We ought indeed to acknowledge their Kindneſs, 
to be grateful to them, but that muſt be in Token of out 
tirude ro Gad, who in making them his Agents made 
hem his Receivers, But we muſt look above and beyond them, 
nd give God Thanks for them, and- for all the Kindneſſes 
hey have done us. Ezra has no ſooner regiſter d and en- 
roll'd the ample Commiſſion which Artaxerxes gave hi 
Favour of the Fews, but immediately be adds 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of our Fathers, who has put Esra 7. 27. 
ueb a Thing as this into the King's Heart, Which '* 0 
teacheth us, to ſee and own all the Bounty and Benefit, all 
the Service and Supply that comes to us by the Hands of our 
Friends, flowing originally from the Hand of God. And it 
Ws the more to be obſerv'd; if it come by the Hand of thoſe 
What were unlikely, and unthougbt of, and that we leaſt 
4 it from: If Elij ab be entertain d by a poor dom that has 
but a Handful of Meal for herſelf and her 
ed Man who is look'd 82 but overlook d by a 
7; C a 


gracious. Whence 


n -tbeir own, 


- if the wounds 
Prie# and 
Levite, 
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Levite, from whom Charity and Compaſſion might have 
been expected, and was commonly had, be at Length.takeal 
Care of by an honeſt Sameritan, it muſt be. ſaid, Ths # the 
Lord's Ding, God put it into tbeir Hearts; and therefore let 
us give God Thanks for our Benefactors, and all their Bene- 
actions. an J 5 ran „een in 
When thoſe are removed from us, who have _= been upon 
any Account Bleſſings to us, good Patents, good Miniſters, 
ood Friends, inſtead of murmuring and quarrelling with 
God, as if he had done us Wrong, we- ought to be very 
thankful to him that ever we had them, that they were ſo 
many Ways uſeful to us, and were continued to us ſo long, 
though we were unworthy of the Benefit-and Comfort we 
enjoy'd by them, and had à Thouſand Times forfeited it- | 
And by theſe Thankſgivings for their Lives, let us ballance 
and alleviare our Sorrow for their Deaths. Thanks be ta God, 
who fitted them for Service, and inclin'd them to it, and 
put into their Hearts an earneſt Care for us, though perhaps 
there was nothing in us either deſerving ot Nr to re- 
commend us to their Care. God who himſelf doth Good to 
the Unworthy, puts it into ebe Hearts of good Men to do fo. 
too; to him therefore we muſt give Thanks. Jy 
And theſe Thankſgivings ſhauld ſometimes look far back; 
and we ſhould bleſs God for thoſe that were in the Days of old 
either by their laſting Writings, or by their laſting Charities, 
Bleilings to Poſterity: They may not be pray'd for, as our 
living Benefactors may, and mu#t be; they are not to be 
proy'd to, as our ever-living Benefactor may, and muſt be; 
But the Benefit we and others receive by the Grace given to 
them, we may and muſt give Thanks to God for, who put 
into their Hearts an earneſt Care for thoſe that ſhould comg 
1 after them. If what « written, if what is done 
Pfal. 102. be for the Generation to come, it fitly follows, The 
18. People which ſhall: be. created ſoa} praiſe the 
Lord. 1 | 1 
3. If this be fo, let us hereby be engag d and\quicken'd to di 
all the good we can in our Places; to do the Good the Corin- 
thians did, that is, to contribute largely and freely for the Sup- i 
port and Encouragement of poor Saints, and poor. Miniſters, 4 
according to the Ability God has given us; to do the Good 
Titus did, chat is, to ſolicit the Cauſe both of the * : 
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fa f che Deſerying, and to procure Aſſiſtance for them; to 
recommend Works of Piety, and Objects of Charity, as Fa- 
ctors in that bleſſed Merchandize, to bring the Rieb and Poor 
to meet together: e as Our Capacity 1 is, let us lay our 
ourſelves to do good. 

Hereby we ſhall eoddinion char God by his 1903 bath put 
fome Good into our Hearts, 1 the Good we do is the 
Fruit and Product of, and by w bich Fig Tree u known, If 
we be truly charitable, from a good Principle; and for a 
good End, 6 will 96 tou for 4 Teſtimeny, that the Spirit 
of God hath been at Work 85 our Hearts, making us 
conformable to our Father i ny pr 7 877 ang waking us meet 
for our Home in Heaven: w. can what we have be 
made to n ta g better, or * 990 TATE Account ? 

Hereby likewiſe we ſhall give Occalion to many to praye 
God for ws, and for the Good which by his Grace we are iy- 
* and enabled to do: And how can we better ſetve the 

ory of God, and the Comfort of his People, than by fur- 
piſhin our dye s with abundant Matter for Thankggiving, 
that ſweet Du which when, we are employ'd, we haye 
if any Wikies, a a Heaven upon Earth, This was one Thing for 
WF which Pau reflected with o pfort upon his pwn. 

Converſion, that oſs, who heard' that a Perſe- Gal. T. 23, 
cutor was become a reacher,,; orified God in bim, 24- 
And therefore we muſt let our Light ſhine before 
Men, that others may ſee our goed Wit and. glo- Mat. 5 45 
h our Father which # in 5 aden. If it be an 
Encouragement to Chariry to, bink that we ſhall bade the 
P. overs of rhe Poor, much more is it ſo to think chat God ſhall 
pu have their Praiſes, And ſo the Bleſſing of him chat - |. 
C000 w ready to periſh all; not only come upon us, Job 29. (3- 
one I but ſhall return, as ir ought, to him char is the 
Fo BY Fountain of all Blefling : And when the Midows Heart ig 
ud to fing for Foy, ic "hall fi ng to the Praiſe and Glory of 
G 


4. This may be . of Comfort and 8 upport to u, when 
uſeful Inſtruments are removed. from us. That which made 
them uſeful was, that Spirit of Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Lore 
that God gave them, and we are ſure that le has 
the Reſidue of the Spirit, the Excellency of the Spirit, Mal. 2. 13 
(fo the Word is) with himſelf, and he can raiſe 
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vp Men with the ſame Spirit, with the ſame Excelemoies of 
Spirit, that ſhall do him a3 much Service, if he pleaſeth, and 
do it as wel in their Day, as thoſe that are did in 
theirs. If God make the Spirit of Elijab to reft upon Eliſba, 
he ſhalt be as much the Chariots of Iſrael, and the Horſemen | 
zbereof, as ever Elijab himſelf was. And therefore let us 
not fay, That the Glory # departed from Iſrael, though the 
boary Heads, that were ſo much a Crown of Glory to our 
Tribe, be now in a Manner all rred; no, While 
Tions God is her derte Glory, he will take Care that 
ion's Sons ſhall ſome or other of them be in their Turn a 
Glory to her; Inſtead of the Fathers ſhall be the Children, 
When God has Work to do, we are ſure he will never want 


fit Inſtruments to do it with. BET 
and greateſt of them, | 


ML. Men. ” 2 


It is certain, our Fathers, the beſt 
were no more, no better than what the Grace of God made 
them; they took all Occaſions to own it themſelves: And it 
is as certain, there is the ſame overflowing Fulneſs of Grace 
in Chriſt that ever there was, Grace for Grace; and the 
fame Way of deriving from it; as the Olive- 
Zech. 4. 12. Tree is not wither'd, ſo the golden Pipes are not 

; ſtopped up, we have therefore Reaſon to bope, i 
that the ſame God that pur an earneſt Care into their 4 
will put tbe ſame into the Hearts of thoſe who are enter d 
into their Labours ; and that Grace which was ſufficient for 
them, to carry them through the Services and Sufferings of 
their Generation, will be ſufficient for us too, who have the 
fame Work to do, and the ſame Temprations and Difficul- 
nes to grapple with; and will enable us at Length to finifo 
our Courſe, as they did, with Foy, . 

It was a Petition which (as I am told) Mr. Seretton 
frequently put up to God in his Prayers with bis Family, 
Lord, grant that we may be uſeful while we are here, and that 
we may not be wanted when we are ' God did make him 
wſeful while he was here, many Ways uſeful, uſeful to the 
laſt; and continued him long in his Uſefulneſs: A great 
Gap is made in our Hedge by bis Death; but may we 
hope that ſo many others ſhall be ſpirired ra do the ſame 
Wirk. with the fame earneſt Care, that in a little Time 
we may be able ro ſay, that in Anſwer to the other Part of WF 
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his Petition, he * not wanted? If God has Mercy in Store 
for your City, for the Land of our Nativity, he will raiſe 
up ſuch Men of ſerious Piety, and Catholick Charity, that 
ſnall lay out themſelves to do good in the World: I truſt 
he hath raiſed up ſome ſuch; and that the myſtical Gloſs 
which one of the Rabbins puts upon thoſe Words, 1 Sam. 3. 
3, 4. Ere the Lamp of God went out, the Lord called Samuel, 
has its 'Accompliſhment z That 5, ſaith he, Ere Gad makes 
the Lamp of one Prophet to ſet he kindles another. God grant 
it may be ſo at this Day in our Land, and it would be a 
Token of Good to us, that God would not depart from us. 
Nay, if it be true, as certainly jr is, that while the Earth re- 
main Chriſt will have a Church in it, we may be ſure 
that as one Generation of ſuch paſſeth away, another Genera, 
tion, ſome where or other, ſhall come, to ſu the In- 
tereſts of pure and undefiled Religion, that the Name 


of Chriſt may endure for ever, and bu Throne as the Day: of 
Heaven, | : 
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E was the Son of Mr. WÄilliam Stretton of Great 
Cleybrook, near Lutterworth in Leiceſterſhire, where 
he was born ; but was deſcended from the Strettomd | 
of Seretton in that County. 

He was born abour the Year 12 but the exact Time 
of his Birth could not be recovet'd, for this Reaſon; his 
Father being a Puritan, and the Miniſter of his Pariſh ſuch 
a one as he could not with Satisfaction bring his Child to be 
baptiz d by, he procur'd one Mr. vir to baptie him, who” 

was a Puritan Miniſter in the Neighborhood ; and ſo he was 
not regiſter d in the Church- Book. ws. 

He often ſpoke of ir as ah Inftance of God's Goodneſs to 
him, that he enable his Father, though he bad many Chil- 
dren, ro bring him up a Scholar. 

He had his Academical Education at New Colledge in or- 
Ford, and was Chaplain of the Colledge, as the noted Biſhop 
3 had been ſome Time before. | 

He commenc'd Maſter of Ants, Jul 9. 1638. ( preftits 
ererritiis per Statuta requiſitis) as appears by a Teſtimonial 
une the Hand of the Univerſ ity Regiſter. . 

In the Beginning of that Year, having paſt through not 
opl his ha; 0 his . in the * be wen 
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tos Affitant to to Dr. Chem, at Peworth in 8 A great 
v M 
E 3 after his $ertſetenn cler be was publickly and fo- 
jemniy ordained and fet apart to the Office of a Preaching, Pres- 
byter, (ſo the Teſtimomal of his Ordination runs) aud the 
Work of. the Mmiſtry with Faſting, Prayer, and the Impofitzon 
# the Hends of Six Presbyrers, in the Pariſh Church of Aruzsy 
„ Ockob. 26. 1658. He having g given ſs fu ficient | Teſtimony of 
2 Ave, of bis unblameable Life and Converſation, of 
Bis Diligence and Proficiency in bis Studies, and of bis far 9 and 
dire Calling to the forementioned Place; and they 9909. Finn 
mination finding bim to be duly qualified and Se far that 
oly Office and Em * 
Be continued ar Prroprch till NMicb4c!mas, 1660... when 
r. Cheyne! was put out to make Room for Br. ka them Biſhoꝑ 
Chicheſter, Mr. Screen however ffaid and preach'd 
ill November, (as Dr. e Account is) a two 
riends, VIZ. Captain Taylor, a nd. Mr. "Bernard, wp 2 
ery great with the Biſhop, __ 17 75 ned ils. | 
7 other. The Biſhop” by them offer Fo 
— and the Choice of a e be ha ths | 
Wacant, if he would be bis Curate ar Petwort I but Mr 
Wor: ror being ſatisffed to conform dechr'd its and 
3: ſhop's fending another dow ti to the Place, Eos 
Coming to Ile, quite at 1 Loſs how ro diſpoſe bins 
elf, Mr. —— Nate 1 met him in che Street; 
and baving by the 290 Fairfax to recamn 
Chaplain to N e brought Me. Seretton ta 
N im; and upon N a ceepted 
aim; and rook Him" Un 1755 him td "fin at in Terz: 
hire, and ſoon found Himſelf 4nd his Fam ily very happy in 
aving ſuch a ſkilfül. faithful f lper in the Things of 3 
While he was Chaplain to mi If OA Fairfax, 5 
Deborah, Daughter bf: Mr. Robet  Moret9m, chat exc 
ious, uſeful Man, chat was ſome Time Miniſter at Chur 
awfor# near Coventry, and Siſter to Dr. Richard- Chr 
who was turn'd our ar N. in St e and afterwards 
as a very eminent"Phyfician, in 1 and one of the Col- 
edge. By her he had a Child or two born, while be was in 
iy Lord's Family; and grear Neſpact was ſhew 5d him FOR 


whol le Family. 
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Nile continued there till my Lord Fairfax dy'd, preach d 
his Funeral Sermon, which is in Manuſcript in many Hands; 
as is alſo a Sermon preach'd while he was there on Occaſio 
of the Marriage of a Relation of my Lords. 
My Lord was ſo wonderfully pleas'd with his great Piety 
and Prudence, and excellent Behaviour in his Family, that at 
his Marriage he ſettled a very confiderable Annuity upon him 
for his and his Wife's Life; which was a great Support to 
him all his Days. Thus God rais'd up Friends for thoſe that 
= the Way of their Duty caſt themſelves upon his Provi- 
nce. en F 
The Reſpect which was put upon him while he was in my 
Lord Fairfax's Family, gave him an Opportunity of being ac- 
uainted with moſt of the conſiderable Families in thoſe Parts, 
udge.Rokeby, who was made one of the Bleſſings and Orna- 
_ of the Bench at the Revolution, was his intimate 
Many eminent Divines of the Church of England he had 
likewiſe an Intimacy with; particularly Dr. Tillotſon, afrer- 
wards Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who was born in Jork 
hire. Mr. Stretton, while he was Chaplain ro my Lord Faire 
fax, being call'd upon ſome Buſineſs ro London, Dr. Tillo:ſon 
would have no Nay, but he muſt preach for him, ar St. Lam. 
rences Church, as a Country Miniſter ; but it coming out 
ſome how or other that he was a Nonconformi#t, the DaGtor 
had a private Reprimand fos it from the Biſhop of London. 
It appears by divers Letters to him, found among his Papers, 
that he had many Invitations of that Kind, in the Country; 


and a very friendly. Correſpondence he kepr pp with many 


Conforming Divines, who repos'd a great Confidence in him, 
and teſtiſied large Reſpects towards him. 4 

Upon the Death of the Lord Fairfax, he removed to 
Leeds, and ſettled there with a Congregation of Diſſenters, 
ro whom his Miniſtry was highly acceptable; and there he 
continued Six or Seven Years. n Fen 5 

While he was there he buried Three Sons in à little 


* 


1 


3 


uU 


* 
4 
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Time; Two of them of the Small-Pox, in a few Days one 


of another. Ir was an Affliction that went very near him, 
and ſo ftrong 


ciſe for all the Wiſdom and Grace he had to bear up under 
it. There is found among his Papers a Letter of Conde 
| , ENCE 
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was his Natural Affection, that it was Exer-} 
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lence and Conſolation wrinen to him upon that Occaſion 
by the Earl of Clare, Father to the late of Newcaſtle, 
Who was then Abroad in his Travels, dated at: Pars, 
Fune 16, 1677. There appears in it much of ſerious Pie- 
ty, and a particular Frienditip: wat Noble Lord had: for 
Mr. Srretton. 

- In the Year 1677. he removed to Landes, and ſeveral Dif. 
D vd — 


concerning alpb now 
of Les, that Learned dec \ and Fe — boo 
Society; who has already oblig rhe World with the A 15 
ions to Cambden's Britannia ho Tork: ſhire, and from whom 
expected the Antiquities of Leeds, who was a true Lover of 
. Stretton, and was much reſpected by him. ts] 
Ar the Time when the Perſecution was hot againſt Difſens 
ters, in 1683. he was the firſt of Ten Miniſters that were 
taken up as living in a Corporation, and had the Oxford 
= Oath render'd them; That it u unlawful upon any Pretence 
y = _— to take up Arms againft the Ning; which was 
8 firſt contradicted and broken through, and then repeal'd at 
im, the Revolution, He had not been at bis own Houſe of 
Ten Weeks, but the very next Morning after his Return 
to it. (ſo very vigilant were their Spies and Informers) 
by Five of the Clock in the 2 he was ſeiz d by the 
then City Marſhal, who ſecur d his Papers, and would not 
ſuffer him to ſeal up what he made Choice of out of them; 
and immediately Sea. hr him and them before the King and 
Council: Some preſent would have his Papers look 5 over, 
to ſee if they could find any Treaſon in "them, bur the 
war did not encourage it, ſaying, He believ'd there was 
reaſon there. As at another Time when a ſorry Fellow. 
— Fox, offer d to Fees that Mr, Stretton, with my . 
| Clare 


, 
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as 4 por rt ee + of the be 


- — en 5 » 
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Clare, was in:the Plor' then charg d upon the: Dileners, he 
King langbed at the Information, as altogetber improbable, 
and inconfiftent with itſelf. 

ut though he was diſmiſsd from the Council Board, 
he was proceeded againſt apes the Five Mile Act. That 


Nigbt the Marſhal — his 
Morrung, 'when according to his Promiſe he furrender'd 


bimſelf, and was brought before the Lord Mayor, who 


carried it with great Reſpect and Civility to him, impor- 


tunately defiring him once and again to withdraw for a little 
Time, and conſider CY be could not take rhe enjoyn'd 
Oaths, which he hoped iphr, ou ſo eſcape: the Penaky 

wor his Lordſhip, Fa he would 


of the Law:': Mr. — 
not give the Court the Trouble of waiting for 


is Anſwer, 


for he could not expect o get Satisfaction in that Caſe 

in ſo ſhort à Time as à Regard to that Court would only 
ſutfer him to take; when he had been many Years ſeeking 
after it, and could not obtam it. However my Lord Mayor 
perſiſteck in his Advice, and in Compliance with his Lord- 
ſhip's kind Defire, he withdrew for ſome Time; but when} 
de. rumd told his Lordſhip, he could not do it; Which 


ord for his Appearance next 


his: Lordſhip faid he was forry for, for theri there was no 


Remedy, but he muſt follow the Ditection of the Law, 
and ſs: ſent him to Newgare, where he continved'a Prifoner 
Six full Months; in v ich Time he ha a Son died, who 


mn his Siekneſs earneſtly defired to fee his Father, as the Fat 
ther no Doubt did to fee the Child, but all the Intereſt he 


could make would not procure him thar Liberty. During 5 
bis Stay in Neugate, Mr. Smith the Ordinary ſhew'd him Wi, 


great Reſpect, and call'd' bim up more than once into the 
Chapel to afſiſt him in preparing the Condemned Criminals 
poder Death. - - 

After the Expiration of his Six Months [eprifonimeit he 
—— ll in the City, and preath'd privately in one 
Place or other among thoſe of his Congregation; and never 
miſs d any Lord's Day, unleſs now and then it happen 


that he met with Diſa appointment in the Place he was to | 
preach ar.. And he repeated in his Family largely ar Night, | 
which he ſomerimes admitted To or — of his Friend 


ro che Benefit any 
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When | 
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. 
pen King Ja granted Liberty by Praclamarion.t6 
Proteflant Diſſenters, he made Ms of it; 92 be nes er = 
or would. joyn in nz Addreſs of Thank Ae -be 
ſhould. ſeem co: giye reNance to the Bhs A ming 4 
Power above the Law, and Was inſtrumental, 0 Prevent ſer 
yeral Addreſſes. 

er the glorious Revolution, ben the Difſenters eu⸗ 
joy d their erties and Opportunities Wi by Auel 
bimſelf with freſh Vig or. to. his. Work, and with àn 2 bun- 
dant Satisfaction in = Clearneſs of his Call co it, as ap- 


1689. which he calld, The 2 of the Proteſtant Dzſſenters,. 
Repreſented and 4 aud: 1 he wa a near A nrag 


is, not long before he died e was the Author of. The 
ole Paper is of ſuch Weight, chat Dr. Cala Tous, Las 
o inſert it at large in his pres of Mr. Baxter's Lite, 
p48: 638, to p. Gf. | 
And as he was induſtrious 10. jntfy the the Day in has 
Practiſe, ſo he was to promo hat was good 
them, It is obſery Aer, ith in the RS that he 
— e to 2 — the Removes of the Morning Lefture, iq 
g might beſt anſwey the Intention of it: A very, uſeful Exe 
Erciſe, which has been kept up for the moſt Part near our 
Years ood is now wherever it comes, for ought I ſee, we 


atte 
＋ e was likewiſe active in accommodating ſome unhappy 
+ WDifferences of Opinion that were them, ſa as to pre- 
Neem the miſchievous Conſequences of them, The, prudent 
Wand pious Endeavours which he and others uſed for that 
4 good End, then had, and Thanks be to God, ſtill have, a 
= Effect. 

He laid out himſelf very much ro promate Works of Cha- 
rity ; it was his Meat end Drink in that Way to be doing. 
Good. He ſpared no Pains in going about in the City, and 
writing Letters into the Country, to promore good Works. 
He was a principal Man in ſerring up aud keeping up a Fund, 

or the Help of poor Miniſters and Congregations in the | 
5 —5 who — — not many like 2 (though bleſſed be 


ap Coq fore there are) that bas eng 2 ly (JEW red for their . 
a wade it his Buſineſs to find aut the Hands char F506 ab 1 25 
» 8 pave i pa fir ta teceiye, and to bring them togethe 


ne 


pears by a fipgle Sheer which he then publiſh'd in the Lear 


feſſor ar Hall in Saxony, wherein he acknowledges to have re- 


1 
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that were intruſted with che Diſtribution of Charities, up- 
plied rhemſelves very much to him to recommend to them 
roper Object of Charity, which he did wich great Pru- 
Cake ded idelity; and then no Wonder if thoſe that needed 
_ applied themſelves to him likew! 85 „ ag 
e was active to help uſeful Books into the World, and 
to encourage the publiſhing of them, as Dr. Mantom s Works, 
to the Fifth Volume of which he prefix d a Preface, and 
ingenious, handſom one it is. And alſo took a deal 
of Pains to furniſh Libraries in Scotland, and in the private 
Academies in England, with old Books; and to fapply young 
Students that were poor with ſuch Books as were proper fot 
them: A great deal of Mony he laid out himſelf, out of the 
lirtle he and a grear deal more he from others, | 
for this Purpoſe. He knew what Books were uſeful, 
and how to buy them at the beſt Hand, and by bis Activity WW. 
herein many valuable Pieces, that otherwiſe would ſtill have 
hin buried in Duſt and Cobwebs, have been ſent into Hands 
that are daily making good Uſe of them. | 
His pious Zeal herein extended itſelf beyond the Seas, a8. 
appears by the Abſtract of a Letter which is found among his 
Papers, from that great and good Man Monſieur Frank, Pro- 


| 
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ceived the Polyglot Bible from Mr. Seretton, as a Preſent to 
their Library there, and returns bis moſt hearry Thanks to ſo 
good a Benefactor. | 
He was very forward to encourage Yourhs that he ſaw or 
heard to be ingenious, and well diſpoſed, and to aſſiſt them 
in their Education for the Miniſtry: He kept up a Corre- 
—— — — — — the har > anger Scotland, | 
and was inſtrumental in ſending many rhither procuri 
Aſſiſtance there for ſome that — i. 1 
He buried his dear Wife in the Year 1695. and by het 
he lefe only one Son living, who has been many Years uſe- 
ful in the Miniſtry, 
About the Year 1907. the Infirmities of Age grew upon 
him, occafioned by an ill Fall he had as he was returning to 
his Houſe, after preaching on a publick Faſt-Day, in which | 
Exerciſe he had exceeded his Strength; yet he continued | 
doing Good to the laſt, and the Spirit was as willing as ever, 
even when the Fleſp was weak, and not weak only, bur 


— 1 
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much pain d. When he could ſcarce ſet one Foot before 
another, yet he would attend the Lecture at Saſters Hall, and 
the Meeting for Charitable Contributions, very ſedulouſſy, 
h at a great Diſtance from his Houſe: And but a little 
before he dy d, when he was ſo weak and ill that he could 
ſcarce mind any Thing elſe, yet he ſtir d up himſelf to give 
Advice and Direction in an Affair of Charity, wherein his 
\ffiſtance had been much depended upon. © 8 
He kept up his publick Work though be ſtruggled witty 
much Difficulry in it, till within Ten Weeks of his Death; 
and often took Notice of it with Thankfulneſs to God, that 
hough for ſome Time before he was confin'd ro his Houſe 
all the Week, yet till May 4. 1712. he had Strength on the 
Lord's Day to go to his Meeting-Place and preach once, and 
adminifter the Lord's Supper every Month. >M 
In bis laſt Illneſs he expreſs d a chearful Reſignation of 
himſelf to the Will of God, an entire Dependance upon the 
race of Chriſt, and a believing, comfortable Expectation 
pf the Glory to be revealed. 5 1 
Some of his Sayings in his Weakneſs have been men- 
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\ men 
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* Y mod in the foregoing Sermon, and need not to be re- 
Wecared. . IM | 
= = He finiſhed his Courſe, and fell aſleep in the Lord, on 


+ burſday, Fuly 3. 1712. and was buried the Monday follow-' | 
g. inthe Burying-Place'in Bun- hill Fields, There the Weary 
pre at Ret, | 18 
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